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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


DEAR FELLOW CRIMSON TIDE FAN, 


ometimes | feel like I’m Rip Van Winkle, awaking from a long nap to discover that defense has 

disappeared from college football. Fortunately, Alabama is still playing good, tough defense. 

In the second week of the season there were some amazing college football scores. Michigan and 
Notre Dame were scoring in buckets in the last minutes before the game finally ended with the Wolverines 
on top by 35-31. Georgia scored 42 points and lost to South Carolina (45). Southeastern Conference 
offensive units were in high gear, too. Florida scored 39, Ole Miss scored 42, Tennessee 45, LSU 49, and 
Arkansas 52 — after the Razorbacks had scored 51 in their first week of play. 

Most amazing was Mississippi State piling up 31 first downs, 333 yards rushing, 531 yards of total 
offense, and 34 points — and losing to Auburn (41). 

Had a secret realignment thrown us all into the WAC? 

Even Alabama had scored 75 points in those first two games. Nevertheless, it was Bama's defense 
that had earned the praise. Although the Tide gave up a touchdown to Kent State and a touchdown to 
Penn State, neither was critical - which is not the same as not being criticized by one Nick Saban. The 
touchdown to Kent State came after an offensive turnover that set up first and goal, while the touchdown 
to Penn State came in the final two minutes of a game that was well in hand. 

Alabama defense has been given the lion's share of credit for Bama success over the past three 
seasons, when the Tide went 36-5 and won a national championship. But over those three years the 
offense wasn’t just sitting on its hands. After Alabama scored 352 points in Saban’s first year at Alabama 
in 2007, the Tide has scored over 400 points in three consecutive years. It's hard to break Alabama 
records, but that had never been done before. In 2008 Bama scored 422 points, followed by 449 in the 
2009 national championship season, and 464 last year. 

The record is 477 in the national championship season of 1973. The year before, the Tide had 
broken the 400-point barrier for the first time with 406. Those teams of Coach Paul Bryant had Mal Moore 
as offensive coordinator, and Moore was routinely criticized for being too conservative...as if the man in 
the hounds-tooth hat standing next to him couldn't have changed the offensive philosophy. 

It’s true that Saban’s teams have had a few more games to score points. The 1972 and 1973 teams 
did it in 12 games, whereas the Tide now plays 12 regular season games, almost certainly a bow! game, 
and possibly the SEC Championship Game. 

That 1973 team was pretty good on defense, too, allowing just 113 points and pitching four 
shutouts. The last three Tide squads have allowed 200 points in 2008, a Saban best 164 in 2009, and 
176 last year. 

Most college football fans love a lot of offense. The problem for some (probably older) fans is 
the adage that a team wins with defense. Maybe so, maybe not these days. For as long as anyone can 
remember, rules changes have been made to help the offense. 

The important thing is to have at least one more point than the opponent when the fireworks have 
ended. This Alabama teams should handle that assignment just about every week. 


Sincerely, 


Kirk McNair 


Vol. 34, Issue 3, November, 2011 "BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE magazine is published monthly, 10 times a year (August-May) by Scout Publishing, 
P.O. Box 900, Beverly Hills, CA 90213. Basic subscription rate is $44.95. Single copy price is $4.95. SUBSCRIBERS: If the post office alerts us that 
your magazine is undeliverable, we have no further obligations unless we receive a corrected address. POSTMASTER: Please send all change of address 
forms to: ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide Scout Publishing, P.O. Box 900, Beverly Hills, CA 90213. Please allow three weeks for change of address. 
Reproduction or use, in whole or in part, of editorial or graphic content in any manner is strictly prohibited without the prior express written permission 
of Scout Publishing. All letters to ‘BAMA magazine will be treated as intended for publication and are subject to "BAMA magazine's unrestricted right to 
edit. Publisher is not responsible for any unsolicited art, photographs or manuscripts. "BAMA magazine is an independent source of news and features 
relating to Alabama athletic programs. Scout Publishing, "BAMA magazine and their officers, directors and stockholders are not authorized, sponsored 
or sanctioned by any university, athletic conference, or athletic governing body or any of their agencies. © 2011 Scout Publishing, LLC and 'BAMA, 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE magazine. All rights reserved. 
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Michael Williams is primarily 
a blocker, but can catch 
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hen Nick Saban became head football coach at Alabama, 

one of the things he discussed was that he and his staff 

would recruit a lot of tight ends. He said that was partly 
because the tight ends are important in the Crimson Tide offense and 
partly because tight ends are usually big with good speed and can 
sometimes work into other positions. 

In the Saban era, it has been demonstrated that as many as 
three tight ends can be on the field at one time, and it is actually 
rare when at least two are not in the offensive line-up. One of those, 
however, is hardly recognized as a tight end. 

The H-back has been around for a couple of decades at least, 
an evolution of the fullback position and often using a man with tight 
end skills. 

Alabama's tight ends — one or two in traditional spots on the 
line of scrimmage next to the offensive tackle and one at an H-back 
slot -- have some of the same skill sets and responsibilities. They are 
blockers and pass receivers. 

Michael Williams is an All-America candidate as a traditional 
on-the-line tight end. 

Brad Smelley is the H-back, generally considered a position for 
a more athletic tight end. 

Saban said, “We like to recruit tight ends who can be on-the- 
line blockers, who are athletic enough to be receivers, who can block 
on the move sort of as we probably all view a fullback in the old days 
when people played a two-back offense all the time. And we'd like to 
get guys who can do all those things. 

“Most of the time you'll find a guy or two out there who can 
do all those things, and the rest of the guys will have some really 
positive skill sets, but may not fit all of the above. For example, 
Michael is a good blocker and has good hands and is a pretty good 
receiver, but probably doesn’t block on the move as well, but blocks 
well from a three-point stance. 

“Brad is much more athletic, not only because he is smaller, but 
because he has played quarterback -- he’s played a lot of positions. 
He can move, block people on the move. He's a little faster, a little 
better route runner, really good receiver, and he’s a good blocker as 
a fullback-type blocker. He cannot block on the line nearly as well as 
Michael can. 

“| don't like to compare players, and I'm really comparing skill 
sets in the positions. 

“It doesn’t really come down to size. I’ve been with teams before 
where the smaller guy was the better line blocker and the bigger guy 
was the better move blocker.” 

“In our offense it's really good if we have two guys who can do all 
those things. That really creates problems for the defense.” 

The bottom line, the coach said, is “Those guys complement 
each other very well.” 

Saban emphasized that he has “every confidence” in Williams 
as a receiver. “We have no problem throwing the ball to Michael. He’s 
done a great job for us here, and we'll continue to use him in what 
he does best. He’s a big, physical player who can be a mismatch 
sometimes in passing situations, but his primary role on our team is 
he’s a great bvlocker and he’s a very physical player and we're going 
to continue to use him in that capacity.” 

Williams is a 6-6, 269-pound junior from Reform, frequently 
described as the first player from Pickens County High School to play 
major college football. He was known primarily for defense in high 
school, ranked by Scout.com as the nation’s 17" best prospect at 
defensive end. He did, however. play tight end on offense and had 
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over 500 yards and two touchdowns 
receiving his senior year. Another tip 
off to good hands was that he was 
an all-star basketball player. 

Smelley is also from West 
Alabama, even closer to The 
University. The 6-3, 229-pound 
senior, was quarterback at American 
Christian Academy in Tuscaloosa. 
He passed for 3,022 yards and 33 
touchdowns as a senior, following 
his brother Chris. (Chris went to 
South Carolina as a quarterback, 
then transferred to Alabama to play 
baseball.) Although he was a prep 
quarterback, he was considered a 
tight end candidate from the get-go 
and played in a key back-up role as 
a true freshman in 2008. 

Going into this season, Williams 
had 11 catches for 129 yards and 
one touchdown. That touchdown had 
come on something of a trick play, 
wide receiver Marquis Maze lining 
up at wildcat and throwing a 19 yard 
scoring pass to Williams in a 31-6 
win over Florida last season. He got 
his second touchdown reception this 
year against Penn State, taking a 
short bullet from A.J. McCarron that 
gave Bama the lead for good in a 27- 
11 win at Happy Valley. 

“It was a bullet,” Williams 
agreed. “It came in there fast. He had 
to trust me to catch it and | had trust 
in his arm to throw it. That shows how 
good of a quarterback he really is.” 

Williams, who also had a key 
reception on a 24-yard pass to keep 
a scoring drive alive, stopped short 
of saying the tight end as receiver is 
going to be a big part of the game 
plan each week. “That remains to 
be seen,” he said. “We have a game 
plan each week and it’s whatever 
gives us the best opportunity to win.” 

Williams did say that he 
expected to have more of a receiving 
role this year. “I'll try to get a little 
vertical push down the field more 
often and not just stay in to protect 
all the time,” he said. 

“| learned from (Colin) Peek 
(who preceded Williams as the 
Tide’s starting tight end in 2009). 
“He taught me a lot. | still talk to 
Peek. He calls me after every game 
and tells me how | did. | missed this 
step, | missed that step. But he also 
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Brad Smelley uses 
athleticism as H-Back 


tells me what | did good. | try to make it more good than bad.” 

Williams said he had spent extra time working on timing with TADAMAEL Ay" 
quarterbacks McCarron and Phillip Sims. pea Lin Le al Tl bd 

Smelley had 19 receptions for 203 yards in his first three 
seasons, but did not have a touchdown catch. He played behind 
Preston Dial the past two seasons and took over the number one job 
at H-back in the spring, when he won the Jerry Duncan | Like To Visit us at our NEW location: 
Practice Award. H . 

Smelley, who could have earned his marketing degree in 141 0 University Blvd 
December but has elected to spread out his final course work through On the Strip in Tuscaloosa! 
May, said his four years have “gone by fast. We've had a good time 
and really enjoyed everything that Alabama has enabled us to do. All 
the seniors really look forward to finishing strong. | really think the 
leadership is good.” 

Smelley described the differences in playing H-back compared 
to on-the-line tight end. 

“Michael is more of a point player,” Smelley said. “I kind of 
move around in the backfield a little more. Mike comes in about 
6-6 or 6-7, so we're different in body type. | get out in space a 
little more, while he’s more on-the-line. But he’s a big player in the 
passing game, too. He's done a good job. He’s a great player.” 

Smelley also has dirty work. “I get in the backfield and do a lot of . 
lead blocking,” he said. “|! have to block on the point, too. Pretty much 
everything that a normal tight end would do, the H-Back has to do.” | ; 

One of the best defensive players in the nation gets to go against » « \ y, >» ae 
both Williams and Smelley on a regular basis as Bama has “best pS 
against best” practice throughout the year. Courtney Upshaw said, f 
“They both do a good job. Mike Williams is fantastic.” 

Williams has watched the tight end position evolve since he 
came to Alabama in 2008 (a redshirt season as he made the switch 
from jack linebacker to tight end). Vat e 

“Nick (Walker) was a great receiver. Then Trav (Travis McCall) 
was that great bell cow that we ran behind a lot. Then it was Colin 
Peek on the line and Preston Dial at H. Last year it was me and Dial. 

Now it’s me and Smelley. 

“I think we're going to try to do as good as those tight ends; 
hopefully better.” 

There are other tight ends/H-backs, of course, including a new 
member of the squad over from the defense. Brandon Lewis, a 6-3, 
288-pound junior from Pleasant Grove, was a defensive lineman in 
the pre-season and a surprise in the Bama offensive backfield in 
short yardage situations against Penn State. He ee wth POEE oe ee (Hey ee 

Williams said, “Brandon Lewis has a surprise athletic ability that | 
nobody knew that he had. Brandon Lewis is just as quick as most of 
us at 285-90. His blocking is excellent. Coming from the D-line has ALABAMA FOOTBALL TICKETS 
to work on his catching a little bit. They're already throwing him in — j ; ot aer 
there for blocking, you already saw him in the game a little bit, so | « All Games / Home & Away 
you know that his blocking is already up to par.” | 

Williams remembers that transition from defense to offense. 

“The first day was terrible,” he said. “I think | dropped seven * SEC Championship Game 
passes my first day. The coaches didn’t lose faith in me, though. 
They kept me there and | think it worked out pretty well.” 

Chris Underwood, a 6-4, 243-pound senior, has been getting 
some back-up work behind Williams. Underwood was a defensive end 
at Vestavia Hills High School. 


i 


Williams said that he is also impressed with redshirt freshmen ale eee 
Harrison Jones (6-4, 248) of Memphis and Brian Vogler (6-7, 252) 205.758.1 1 99 877.758.1 1 99 
of Columbus, Georgia. “People haven’t seen too much of them, a 
they're two really good tight ends,” Williams said. www. TicketSolutions.com 
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WILLIAMS, DIAL CAME FROM JUNIOR COLLEGES 


that there is a difference in junior college and major college. Jesse 

Williams, who came to Alabama from Arizona Western Community 
College last January, found a difference when the Crimson Tide was 
preparing to head to Bryant-Denny Stadium to open the 2011 season. 

“| didn’t know we had to wear suits to games,” Williams said. 
“You don’t wear suits in junior college.” His Crimson Tide teammates 
were probably surprised Williams had a coat in tie. They remember 
seeing him in shorts and sandals walking from the Alabama athletics 
complex to University Mall—a distance of a few miles—last winter. 

Williams also offered that playing in junior college provides only 
the occasional big, fast opponent. “In Division I,” he said, “everyone 
is so much bigger and faster that the hits are bigger.” 

Alabama Coach Nick Saban is typical in that he is likely to 
search junior college personnel to fill immediate needs. Following 
last season and the departure of defensive linemen that included 
first round NFL draft choice Marcell Dareus, along with Luther Davis 
and Kerry Murphy, Saban went the junior college route for defensive 
linemen. He landed Williams, 6-4, 319, and Quinton Dial, 6-6, 294. 

As the season approached, Saban saw some of the benefits of 
having the junior college transfers. He said that younger players “hit 
the wall at this time of year. But those two older guys have been able to 
sustain it a little better, and that’s probably because of their maturity.” 


[ t would come as a surprise to no one who follows college football 


In some respects, Williams and Dial could not be more different. 


Williams came to Alabama via Arizona Western, but he started 
learning the game in his native Brisbane, Australia. He has a 
gregariousness about him, enhanced by his colorful Aussie idioms 
and numerous body tattoos. He played rugby, basketball, and 
Australian rules football before taking up American football midway 
through high school. 
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Dial signed originally with Alabama in 2009 out of Clay- 
Chalkville in suburban Birmingham. He spent his first two years of 
college ball at East Mississippi Community College. Dial is as quiet 
as Williams is outgoing. 

Whereas Williams has spent many hours in airplanes, Alabama's 
trip to Penn State for the second game of the season marked the first 
time that Dial had ever flown. 

Dial had grown up with the tradition of Alabama football. And, 
he said, “It was a great feeling to run out of that tunnel for the first 
game. I've been working real hard to get here. | had to take the JUCO 
route for two years.” - 

Bama was not on the radar for Williams for quite a while. “I 
think they were the third team that offered me when | was in junior 
college,” he said. “| think it was in the last spring before | came 
here. Once Alabama offered me a whole bunch of other schools did 
as well and | had to sort it out from there. | would Alabama is the 
best, so | had to file through all the rest.” 

He didn’t know about Alabama when he was playing football 
in Australia. Not, in fact, until the Southeastern Conference 
Championship Game against Florida at the end of the 2009 season, 
before Bama went on to win the national championship. 

“Everyone was watching and saying ‘Roll Tide,’” he said. “| 
didn’t understand a word they were saying. But they offered me in 
the spring, and it snowballed from there.” 

At Alabama’s first game this season, Williams had 16 members 
of his family from Australia at the game. They sampled all the wares 
on the Quad pre-game and tried to buy out the souvenir stands 
of Crimson Tide shirts and other paraphernalia. They loved the 
atmosphere of over 100,000 in Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

Dial had a smaller contingent, only six family members. When 


Jesse Williams is one of 
‘most intriguing Tiders- 


he emerged from the tunnel he said they cried. 

So their common ground is that both are fine defensive linemen 
who are playing for Alabama after two years in junior college football. 
They both entered The University in January in order to take part in 
the off-season program and spring practice. And, Saban said, “They 
are a little older and bigger, stronger guys.” 

Saban likes big and strong in his defensive linemen. 

It is Williams who emerged as a starting defensive lineman, 
along with nose tackle Josh Chapman and end Damion Square. Prior 
to the season, Saban had said he did not know which of four players 
would emerge as the starters, but said Williams and Dial were among 
the candidates. (Ed Stinson was the fourth prospect. ) 

Alabama center William 
Vlachos said he thinks Williams 
“might be the strongest guy 
on the team. He hasn't played 
football that long and probably 
never had played in a 3-4 
defense and having to take 
care of the responsibilities a 
defensive lineman has. He’s 
worked hard and he’s willing to 
learn and he pays attention. 

“He's a really talented guy 
and | think as (Defensive Line 
Coach Chris Rumph) works with 
him, he’s going to get even better.” 

Barrett Jones, another 
all-star on the Bama offensive 
line who works against Williams 
in practice, said he wasn't 
surprised at the progress 
Williams had made because of 
both his natural talent and his willingness to learn. “And he's gotten 
comfortable,” Jones said. “You can play a lot faster when you're 
comfortable with what you're doing.” 

Early in the season, Saban said, “Jesse has probably made 
the most significant improvement from spring practice. He's got 
ability, he’s got great size, he has good initial push, he can run. The 
technical aspects of playing football, the instinctive reactions you use 
-- how to use your hands, how to pass rush -- those are the things he 
was a little behind on, but he is a bright guy, he learns really well, 
he goes hard, he wants to be good, he has a great attitude, so he has 
made tremendous progress in becoming a good player for us.” 

Williams didn't take offense last spring when Saban described 
the newcomer as having potential, but strapped because he was 
playing “boola-boola ball.” 

“| think he made that comment towards my technique,” 
Williams said. “Coming from Australia and playing junior college ball, 
my technique is rather raw. It’s always been just a bunch of athletes 
out there playing. 

I've tried to get better doing the job that | have to do out there. 
My technique was raw, and still is. I'm just trying to get better with 

the techniques for myself and get better every day. | have to pay 
attention to detail. 

“| want to do what | can to contribute, to help the team. 

“Coming up to Division | is a bit of a reality check with everyone 
the same size as you and just as fast as you. Technique is what sets 
players apart.” 


Qilinton:Dial-signed wit Tide 
Ou of figlt-schiool, bit had to 
go junior collage route 
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Williams, who comes from a country that is a big island, used a 
swimming analogy. “I’ve learned from being chucked straight in,” he said. 
“It's sort of like having to learn to swim straightaway. | think once you get 
used to it, you’re pretty much into it and you stick to what you know.” 

While junior college players have the advantage of being more 
mature, bigger, and stronger, it’s not to say that they don’t have 
obstacles to overcome. 

Saban had noted that “Quinton Dial has made a tremendous 
amount of progress and improvement since spring practice. | think 
there’s some apprehension sometimes as to being sure and certain 
about what he’s supposed to do. Sometimes the call just doesn’t 
come natural to him, especially when we're in stunts and blitzes and 
things like that, but that part 
of it is easier to overcome than 
some physical deficiency, which 
he doesn’t seem to have. He’s 
a guy that we need to make a 
consistent contribution in the 
future from the depth of the 
defensive line standpoint.” 

Josh Chapman plays 
alongside Dial. “Quinton has 
done a great job,” the Tide’s 
nose tackle said. Bama has 
another nose tackle, Nick Gentry, 
who has a reputation of being 
a coach on the field. Chapman 
said that Dial is one of the 
players Gentry coaches. 

“He asks for coaching, and 
you don't see a lot of guys who 
want to be coached,” Chapman 
said. “They feel that they already 
know. Quinton loves being coached. He stays in the film room. 
Anytime | go in there, | expect to see him already working.” 

Dial is really learned a new position playing end and tackle in a 
four-man front. In junior college he was a nose tackle in an odd-man 
defensive line. 

Chapman thinks Dial has a physical advantage, too. 

“He’s got long arms,” Chapman said. “| tell him every day to 
use those long arms. Once his puts his arms on people, there’s not a 
person in America who can block him.” 

Dial has also made a concentrated effort to keep his weight down 
(relatively speaking) through a regimen of conditioning and avoiding 
fast foods. “| eat a lot of grilled chicken and fish,” he said. “Salads.” 

Chapman is just as high on Williams. “He's done a great job,” 
Chapman said. “He's learned it pretty fast. When he knows the 
defense, he's hard to block, hard to stop.” 

Jack linebacker Courtney Upshaw said Williams “brings a lot of 
power. He can knock people back off the ball. That's what we need." 

Williams said he thinks the defense “has good chemistry. We 
have a really aggressive and physical defense. We have guys who hit 
hard and we feed off it.” 

Alabama also signed a junior college offensive lineman last winter, a 
teammate of Williams’ from Arizona Western. Aaron Douglas went through 
spring practice, then died while on vacation in Florida in the spring. 

“That was a huge deal for me,” Williams said. “We were friends 
in junior college and stuck together when we transferred here. It aa 
very emotional, and | feel very bad for his family.” 
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2011 ALABAMA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 
September 3 
September 10 Penn Sta 
September 17 
September 24 
October 1 
October 8 
October 15 
October 22 
October 29 


November 5 


Florida 
Vanderbi 
Ole Miss 


Open 
LSU 

November 12 
November 19 


November 26 Auburn 


December 3 


January 9, 2012 
*Prior to 2011 


AGRI-+AFC , 


AGRI-AFC’s roots have been firmly 
planted in the Southeast since 2002. 
With offices in Georgia, Mississippi, 
Florida and Alabama, we have made a 
name in supporting fields of all vari- 
eties. From cultivation to harvest, our 
goal is to provide an abundance of 
information and resources, guiding 
you in all things agriculture. 
www.agri-afc.com 


Kent State 


te 


North Texas 
Arkansas 


It 


Tennessee 


Mississippi State 


Georgia Southern 


SEC Championship Game 
BCS Championship 


SITE 

Tuscaloosa 

University Park, Penn. 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Gainesville 
Tuscaloosa 

Oxford 

Tuscaloosa 


Tuscaloosa 
Starkville 
Tuscaloosa 
Auburn 
Atlanta 

New Orleans 


SERIES RECORD* 
First Meeting 
9-5-0 

3-0-0 

14-7-0 
23-14-0 
58-19-4 
41-9-2 
48-38-7 


45-24-5 
75-17-3 

First Meeting 
40-34-1 

3 wins, 4 losses 
1 win, 0 loss 


LAST GAME* 

NWA 

2010 UA 24, PSU 3 
2009 UA 53, NT 7 
2010 UA 24, Ark 20 
2010 UA 31, UF 6 
2007 UA 24, VU 10 
2010 UA 23, UM 10 
2010 UA 41, UT 10 


2010 LSU 24, UA 21 
2010 UA 30, MSU 10 
N/A 

2010 AU 28, UA 27 
2009 UA 32, Florida 13 
2009 UA 37, Texas 21 


TIME WELL SPENT is the ONLY 
nationally televised program 
featuring the state of Alabama. 


Join the 300,000 other viewers who already watch 
TIME WELL SPENT every week on 
Friday nights at 9 o’clock only on RFD-TV! 


Time Well Spent is produced by Alabama Farmers Cooperative. 
You Can View Recent Episodes at www.timewellspenttv.com 


reener. Smarter. 


Bonnie Plants grows popular vegetables 
and herbs plants for your garden (a few 
flowers, too). Bonnie plants are 

available in biodegradable Jiffy pots you 
plant directly into the ground = no plastic 
pots to throw away. Bonnie makes gar- 
dening easier and more 
rewarding with varieties adapted to and 
grown in your region of the country. 
www.bonnieplants.com 


LAB? 


SOYBEAN PRODUCERS 
A DIVISION OF ALABAMA FARMERS FEOERATION 


Alabama Farmers Federation 


livelihoods. From lotions to 
forts funded by soybean farmers 
being created every year. 


soybeans.phuml 


: Rural America’s Most Important ‘Network 
re 


Soybean Division is composed of 
produce soybeans as part or all of their 
candles to paint removers, research ef- 
are leading to more soybean products 


www.alafarmers.org/commodities/ 


If your cable system doesn’t carry the RFD-TV 
network, you may call them or file a request at 


DeltaAg Formulations has 
been in the consulting and crop 
testing business since 1976, We 
have applied this experience, 
gained with many years of field 
and laboratory exposure, to the 
formulation of a new chemistry 
we feel is superior to many 
others in today’s ag market 
relative to “Crop Response.” 
www.deltaagformulations.con/ 


farmers throughout the state who 


www.rfdtv.com/find-rfd-tv.html. 


MidSouth Ag Equipment a leader in 
application, construction and agri- 
culture equipment, provides quality 
equipment at a competitive price 
along with the highest level of serv- 
ice support in our industry. Check 
out MidSouth Ag, your full line ap- 
plications distributor. www.mid- 
southag.com 
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Cyrus Kouandjio was ranked as 
nation’s best offensive line prospect 


FOOTBALL BY CARYL. CLARKS 


FRESHMEN PLAYERS SHOW GREAT PROMISE 


nce upon a time there was a popular 

football adage, attributed most often 

to legendary Tennessee Coach Bob 
Neyland, that for every sophomore a team 
played, it would lose a game. That was in the 
days when there wasn’t much substitution, 
so if a man played, it often meant he was a 
starter. It was also in a time when freshmen 
were ineligible for varsity play. Therefore, the 
adage has been updated to something along 
the lines, “For every true freshman you start, 
you will lose a game.” 

If that is true — and it’s conjecture 
— as of this writing would have a shot at 
going undefeated. 

The adage has at least one hole in it. A 
team like Alabama, which has an abundance 
of fine players, probably would start a true 
freshman only if he was truly outstanding. 
That’s important to remember, because there 
is a suspicion that at least one member of 
the 2011 signing class is on the cusp of earning a starting role. 

It's standard procedure at Alabama for true freshmen to be 
off limits to the media, but the press is allowed to ask Coach Nick 
Saban and older players on the team for progress reports. For the 
seven true freshmen who have made the varsity (others will be on the 
scout teams), and will be coached up all season, early indications are 
positive, especially for one man at a key position: left offensive tackle. 

Even though he played only mop-up duty in the Tide’s 27-11 
road win at Penn State, first year man Cyrus Kouandjio saw extensive 
time in the season-opening 48-7 win over Kent State. The 6-foot- 

6, 322-pound man-mountain has the look of a prototype NFL left 
tackle, and his teammates (and others) seem convinced it’s a matter 
of when, not if, Kouandjio cracks the Tide lineup. 


& 


Stuart McNair 


“There was nothing glaring that 
(Kouandjio) didn’t do,” said Saban after 
the opening game. “He didn’t give up any 
sacks, made some out calls... and he did 
a pretty good job of blocking out on blitzes 
and doing the right thing, so | think he did 
a pretty nice job.” 

Saban felt much the same after 
grading the game film on Kouandjio. “He 
did a good job in the game,” Saban said. 
“Like a lot of freshmen they improve and 
then they hit the wall. They almost regress 
a little bit. That’s happened in the last 
week. He played well in the game and the 
experience will be good for him.” 

Said senior center William Vlachos, 
“Cyrus was a little bit nervous, but he 
came in there and did a really good job. We 
helped him communicate, and | think it’s 
good to get the first game under his belt for 
a guy like that.” 

Junior utility lineman Barrett Jones got the start at left tackle in 
both the Tide’s first two contests. He says Cyrus Kouandjio came to 
campus over the summer with the right attitude for a true freshman. 
“He’s picking the offense up really fast,.” Jones adi. “That's something 
you really look for with a freshman coming in: his effort, and his 
willingness to learn. Some people come in, and they're satisfied. They 
say, ‘| was great in high school, and it’s going to be that easy here,’ but 
Cyrus really doesn’t have that attitude. He’s got an attitude of, ‘I’ve got 
a lot to learn, and I’ve got a long way to go. He really asks questions, 
and | think he’s definitely picking the offense up fast, because of that 
attitude, and because of the mindset he brings.” 

“(Kouandjio) knew he was going to play, but it’s totally different 
when you go from a practice setting to being thrown a game, and 


ewegery Jo Aysu@nury 


pe 
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you've got 100,00 people 
watching you, and everything's 
moving so fast. | think he did 

a really good job of handling 

that pressure. He’s really a 
gamer. He was prepared for the 
situation, and he did a good job. 
We're trying a lot of different 
combinations (on the offensive 
line), and he's a big part of that.” 

There are insiders who say 
it’s just a matter of time before 
Kouandjio becomes the Tide’s 
starting left tackle. More fuel 
was added to that fire when right 
guard Anthony Steen seemed 
to struggle at Penn State. A 
scenario where Jones returns to 
his old spot at right guard could 
develop sooner than later, as 
Saban and Offensive Line Coach 
Jeff Stoutland continue the 
quest to get the best five players 
on the field at once. 

In addition, this summer 
Saban told alumni groups on 
his Crimson Caravan tour that 
right tackle D.J. Fluker functions 
better when the veteran Jones 
lines up next to him and 
helps communicate blocking 
assignments. 

Other true freshmen who 
saw action for the Tide in it's 
opener included linebacker 
Trey DePriest, who led the team 
with ten tackles; safety Vinnie 
Sunseri, who added six; wide 
receivers Ronald Carswell (a 
greyshirt) and Christion Jones, 
who caught a pass for eight 
yards and returned a punt for 18 
more; Jack linebacker Xzavier 
Dickson; defensive lineman 
Jeoffrey Pagan; and safety 
Ha’Sean Clinton-Dix. 

The list of true freshmen who 
saw the field at Penn State dipped 
from seven to five, explicably, due 
to the environment of 108,000 
mostly-opposing fans and the 
quality of the opposition. Only 
Kouandjio, DePriest, Sunseri, 
Clinton-Dix and Jones saw action 
in game two. 

Fellow linebacker C.J. 
Mosley (himself a major 
contributor to the Tide as a 
true freshman last year) likes 
what he’s seen through spring, 
summer and early fall from 
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Sunseriis 
al teams 


DePriest. “He’s getting there,” Mosley said. “It’s his first year, so 
he's still trying to get the defense down, but he’s making the calls (at 
middle linebacker) and getting more comfortable with it, so he’s just 
got to keep learning and concentrating.” 

Starting Jack linebacker Courtney Upshaw says Dickson is a 
guy to keep an eye on. “He’s coming along real good,” Upshaw said. 
“He's going to be a real good player for Alabama, and |'m looking 
forward to seeing what he can do.” 

DePriest was named Southeastern Conference co-freshman of 
the week after week one, while he and Sunseri were both named 
Special Teams Players of the Week after Alabama coaches graded the 
Kent State film. Sunseri made the first tackle for Alabama in 2011, 
a nice pop on Kent State return man Eric Adeyemi, and DePriest 
recorded a stop a few Alabama kickoffs later. 

Senior safety Mark Barron said that, while Sunseri is already a 
special teams ace, he is making strides at safety, as well. 

“Sunseri’s a smart guy,” said Barron of the younger son of Tide 
Outside Linebackers Coach Sal Sunseri. “He’s coming along pretty 
good. He’s come out and worked hard every day. It was good to see 
him come out and have a good day, doing the things that he did.. He’s 
learned the defense at a fast pace, probably faster than | did (when 
Barron was a true freshman in 2008). He may not have gotten to play 
as much on defense, but on special teams he had a great day.” 

Clinton-Dix had big hits in the fourth quarter of both the Tide's 
first two games. Against Kent State, he punished a Golden Flash 
receiver just as the ball arrived, and at Penn State, Clinton-Dix made 
a ringing hit on a kickoff tackle. 

Barron says Tide fans can expect more of the same from Clinton- 
Dix. “He’s coming along good, as well as Sunseri. To see the talent — 
Wow! You saw what he did. He didn’t get that many snaps on defense 
against Kent State, but he still went out there and got a big hit. From 
my perspective, it looked like he did fine.” 

DePriest had a dozen stops after two games, while Sunseri had 
six. Pagan and Clinton-Dix made a total of two tackles in the first two 
weeks of the season. Jones had one stop. 

After the coaches graded the film of the Penn State game, 
DePriest played a role in four special teams tackles. Sunseri had one 
special teams stop. Sunseri had a big block on Marquis Maze’s 44- 
yard punt return. 

Saban said, “I think it’s really important to have four or five core 
special teams guys on your team, especially guys that aren't starters. 
In a lot of cases, Trent Richardson could cover kickoffs better than 
anybody on the team, and he actually did that for a while, but we 
really don’t want him to play on the kickoff coverage team. We have 
several other guys that are really, really good special teams guys, but 
they play for 60 or 70 plays in a game, so it’s really good for your 
team when you have four or five guys who are really good special 

-teams players who aren’t starters, and that’s what they look forward 
to. That's what they prepare for. That's what they do, and you feel like 
they can do it as well as anybody on the team, and you're certainly 
not making any compromises to play them to hold somebody else out 
from doing it. When you get four or five core guys doing that it sort of 
lightens the load on everybody else in terms of what you have to do. 
Depth on your team is usually what gives you the opportunity to find 
those kinds of guys. Those two guys have certainly done a good job 
so far. They’re both instinctive, they can run, they love to play, and 
they've done a really good job.” 

In addition to the seven true freshmen, The Crimson Tide saw 12 
other first-time SEC players get game action in the first two contests. 
Nine redshirt freshmen saw time against Kent State, including a 
pair of siblings: tight end Harrison Jones, younger brother of Barrett, 


“| THINK IT’S REALLY IMPORTANT 
TO HAVE FOUR OR FIVE CORE 
SPECIAL TEAMS GUYS ON YOUR 
TEAM, ESPECIALLY GUYS THAT 
AREN'T STARTERS.” — NICK SABAN 


played in both games, while Cyrus Kouandjio’s older brother Arie was 
credited with time against Penn State. Jack linebacker Adrian Hubbard 
played both games, nose tackle Brandon Ivory played against Kent 
State, as did offensive linemen Chad Lindsay and Austin Shepherd. 
Quarterback Phillip Sims saw significant time against Kent State and 
made a cameo in Happy Valley. Running back Blake Sims played in 
the opener, while tight end Brian Vogler and wide receiver DeAndrew 
White (a starter) played in both contests. 

The two junior college transfers who played were both defensive 
linemen, starter Jesse Williams and key reserve Quinton Dial. 

All newcomers, whether they be junior college transfers, redshirt 
freshmen, or true freshmen who have played will continue to be 
evaluated and have a chance in both practice and (when conditions 
permit) in games. As Saban aptly put it during one of early season 
press conferences, “Just because you played last week doesn't mean 
you're entitled to play this week, and | know you guys (in the media) 
think that once you get a depth chart, it's like chiseling that baby out 
in gold. And it's going to stay that way for the rest of the time, but it 
isn't that way at all. | promise you that.” 

That’s something all the Tide newcomers not currently starting 
are counting on. a 


THE ORIGINAL 1984 MOVIE STARRING 
GARY BUSEY AS “THE BEAR" 


THE BEAR 
DVD.COM 


ORDER ONLINE TODAY AT 


THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE 


Findus oft 


\t] facebook 


*Alabamia Football Songs 
“The Bear DVD 


NOW AWAILABLEON @ itunes 


"Includes the 1983 hit “BEAR” by Roger Hallmark 
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Andrew Luck 


QB, Stanford, Junior 

Luck has one more year of 

eligibility at Stanford after this 

; season, which he can use if he's i CARLINAL'S 

still unfulfilled with his college achievements 2 ee 
or not particularly keen on the team with the 
top pick in April's draft. A 6-4, 230-pound 
Heisman finalist from a year ago, Luck is 
considered the best quarterback prospect to 
enter the league since Peyton Manning in 
1998. Ironically enough, Manning opted to 
return to Tennessee for his senior year instead 
of going first overall to the Jets in 97. 


Riddell. 


\ 
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months away, here’ a ghinpse at the POE re 
Cop 40 prospec ts to watch during the 
2011 colle ege football SEASON, 
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Matt Bar. 


QB, USC, Junior 
A starter as a freshman in 2009, 
Barkley made great strides in 
2010 and is off to a solid start 
for Lane Kiffin’s Trojans in 2011. 
A former Gatorade National 
Player of the Year, Barkley’s 
name has been on pro scouts’ 


O Mite Kathi ma oT, USC; ue 8 


radars for years. He's a surefire A 6-65298- pou tackle USC's Kalil is the top aff ive line 
first-round pick if he opts to prospect in the 2011 ig .if he opts to leave’SChool early. 
leave school early. # Kalil’s older’brother Ryaft-plays center for the Pant thers, 

&F but is now i. near as talented as his younger stip y 
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Akhon Jeffery 

Te? ». WR, South-Carolina, Junior 
+g AR t » Recéivers out of the SEC were all the rage 
22 sin 2010pwith A.J. Green, Julio Jones, and 

. Y + + “Randall Cobb allbeing selected in the.first two 


r ~* #_ rounds of'last ‘April's draft. Jeffery's the 2011 

prey ‘ «SEC wideout who'll make tongues wag; as.a 
‘Fd , sophomore in 2010, he’taught 88 balls for 

£* « Z°%91,517 yards in Steve Spurrier’s offense. 


~ ‘Expect All-American honors for ice im2011. 


Jeyel Worth DT, Michigan State, Junior 


Worthy issan athletic,6-3, 305-pound run-stuffer out of Michigan State. 
Quick on his feet for a man of his size, Worthy has drawn comparisons 
to everyone from Ndamukong Suh to Warren Sapp. Named to the 
preseason watch lists for the Bednarik, Lombardi and Nagurski Awards 
this season, he's an early favorite to be the top DT selected in April. 
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CB, frie Junior 

Kirkpatrick's size, speed, and 

overall presence have been on 
~ display this season for Alabama. At 


, »— 6-2, Kirkpatrick follows in Patrick” 4 
‘ es Peterson’s footsteps as that rare tall 
, cornenwith blazing speed. 


a aS 4 

- HN br CB, Nebraska; Senior ; 
Suhvand Prinee Amukamara were firseround.picks from 

Bo Pélini's défense in recent years. This April, the guy ' 


té-watch out*for in Lincoln is Dennard. 
' Thougt-he missed time due to a muscle'strain early. 


a inthe 201-season, his body of work is enough to 
AAS put hint-in'the Top Ten conversation. 
ai oe 


f Juste Blackedh WR, Oklahoma State, Junior 


In 2010, Blackmon (6-1, 215) led the nation with an average of 
* y 148.5 receiving yards per game. He also led the country with 20 
y, x TD catches, was second with 9.3 catches per game and finished 


£ 


third nationally in scoring (11 points per game). Oklahoma State 
quarterback Brandon Weeden loves him. So do NFL scouts. 


Toff aller 


A z i 
« = WR, ja M, Senior 
q : ; a f A big, physical receiver, Fuller is 
te \ . —<# a 6-3, 220-pound presence. He’s 
és z ee 4 4 \ not going to burn any cornerbacks 


long, but he’s deceptively quick 
in the open field. A great route 


YW, i a ‘ runner, look for Fuller to sneak up 
Gi WHE ' x4 the boards as April approaches. 
CB/KR/PR, Oregon, Junior |: , ihe’ 

As a sophomore in 2010, 

Harris led the Ducks with 

five interceptions and led 
the nation in punt returns for 
touchdowns with four. Though 
he is a bit smaller (5-11, 165) 
than some of the top corner 
prospects in 2011, Harris’ 


dynamic skill set makes him a 
likely first-round pick in 2012. 
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Quinton Coples 


RECRUITING BY ANDREW BONE 


— 


of college football programs that can effectively recruit 

nationwide. By all accounts, the Crimson Tide is a preferred 
destination among outstanding football prospects. 

Alabama has built its championship reputation in great part 
by having the best players from the state of Alabama, but the 
Crimson Tide’s very best teams have always included outstanding 
players from outside the state. Under Coach Nick Saban there is 
a bit of adjustment to in-state and out-of-state since Bama’s head 
coach considers anyone within five hours drive of Tuscaloosa to 
be local. That obviously includes some in surrounding states. For 
our purposes, though, we are examining top prep players from 
outside the state borders of Alabama, and specifically the top 
skill position players from outside the state. 

These players include some who are committed to Bama, 
some who may or may not be interested in the Crimson Tide, and 
some for whom there may be no offer from Alabama. They are, 
however, players who have been linked to the Tide. 

Looking ahead to February 1 Signing Day: 


QUARTERBACK 


Alec Morris, 6-4, 235, Allen, Texas, is a Scout.com three- 
star prospect who was a surprise commitment to the Crimson Tide 
in the summer. Morris originally gave his commitment to Wake 
Forest, but was on the Alabama radar after attending camp in 
Tuscaloosa. When Bama offered, Morris committed to the Tide. 
He passed for 2,533 yards with 22 touchdowns and only six 
interceptions in 2010. 

“| could definitely tell that the coaching staff at Alabama 
was a little more hardcore intensity-wise,” said Morris. “Don’t get 
me wrong, | have nothing but respect for the coaches (at Wake 
Forest). | am going to college to play football, and | want to do it 
at the best place possible-and that’s Alabama.” 

Jeremy Liggins, 6-4, 260, Oxford, Mississippi (Lafayette High 
School), is a three-star quarterback, but is athletic enough to be 


| t is frequently noted that Alabama is one of those handful 
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A look at out-of-state skill position players 


considered for several positions. He led his team to the state title 
in 2010 with 1,661 yards passing and 20 touchdowns. He added 
1,186 yards and 17 touchdowns on the ground. Liggins favors 
Alabama, LSU, Ole Miss, and Mississippi State. Those four schools 
have offered along with several others throughout the country. He 
doesn’t plan to make a decision anytime soon. LSU and Ole Miss 
are considered the teams to beat. 

“lam really just trying to finish the season on a good note 
and enjoy the recruiting process,” said Liggins. “| am pretty sure 
| am going to just see what happens after the season is over, 
unless it just feels right to go ahead and get it over with. But 
right now my plans are to wait it out.” 


RUNNING BACK 


Alabama has commitments from two of the best running backs 
in the state of Georgia with Kenyan Drake and Justin Taylor. Drake 
could play multiple positions on the next level. Taylor suffered a 
season ending injury early in his senior season. The Tide staff is 
still hoping to add another elite back to the class. 

Kenyan Drake, 6-0, 195, 4.4, Hillgrove High in Powder Springs, 
Georgia, is a four-star prospect and one of the top 10 recruits in the 
state of Georgia. He committed to Alabama in the spring, picking the 
Crimson Tide over the likes of Georgia, Georgia Tech, Purdue, and 
Tennessee. He had a great junior season with 1,200 yards rushing 
and 12 touchdowns. He added more than 500 yards receiving and 
eight touchdowns. Drake will play on the offensive side of the ball in 
Tuscaloosa, but could move to receiver. He is rated the number 17 
running back in the country by Scout.com. 

“My commitment to Alabama is very strong,” said Drake. 
“There is no wavering on my end at all. Nothing has changed since 
the day | committed. | see that continuing until the day | sign. | feel 
like it will continue to get stronger. Crimson Tide all day, every day.” 

Justin Taylor, 5-10, 216, 4.6, North Atlanta High, is a three- 
star running back who rushed for more than 1,500 yards and 11 
touchdowns as a junior for Atlanta Washington. He transferred in the 


spring after having committed to Alabama over Arkansas, Georgia, 
Georgia Tech, and South Carolina. Taylor continued to receive heavy 
interest from Georgia and South Carolina. He tore his ACL during 
the second game of his senior season. Alabama will honor his 
scholarship, and he plans to sign with the Crimson Tide in February. 

“Alabama is my school,” said Taylor. “That’s where | wanted 
to go. | am pretty excited about it. | have liked Alabama ever 
since | started playing high school football. When | found out 
they were interested in me | got real excited. They offered me, 
and | couldn’t pass it up.” 

Barry Sanders, 5-10, 185, 4.4, Heritage Hall High in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, is a National 100 prospect. He's the son 
of former Heisman Trophy winner Barry Sanders. Sanders rushed for 
more than 1,100 yards and 16 touchdowns in 2010 even though 
he missed the last half of the season and playoffs due to injury. He 
rushed for more than 1,700 yards during his sophomore year. His 
top four are Alabama, Florida State, Oklahoma State, and Stanford. 
His father won a Heisman Trophy at Oklahoma State. 

Keith Marshall, 5-11, 190, 4.4, Raleigh, North Carolina 
(Millbrook), is a five-star running back who is the number one 
running back prospect and number five overall prospect in the 


photos by Scout.com 


nation. Marshall rushed for more than 1,500 yards and 17 
touchdowns during the 2010 season. Alabama is a long shot 

for his commitment. He plans to make a college decision in 
December before playing in the Under Armour All-America game. 


WIDE RECEIVER 


Alabama has done very well at the receiver position this 
recruiting season, landing the best in Florida and a super sleeper 
from South Carolina. 

Chris Black, 6-0, 175, 4.4, Jacksonville, Florida (First 
Coast), a National 100 wide receiver, committed to Alabama in 
August turning away from Florida State. Black is the top rated 
receiver in the Sunshine State. He was once considered a lock 
to Florida State, but several trips to Tuscaloosa secured his 
commitment. Black had 990 yards receiving and 12 touchdowns 
during the 2010 season. 

He also held offers from Clemson, Florida State, Florida, 
Georgia, South Carolina, Tennessee, and many more. 

“Everyone kind of thinks Alabama is just a run first team, 
but after doing a little research you can see that they threw the 
ball just as many times as any other team in the SEC,” said 


BAMAMAG.COM 23 


“EVERYONE KIND OF THINKS ALABAMA IS JUST 
A RUN FIRST TEAM, BUT AFTER DOING A LITTLE 
RESEARCH YOU CAN SEE THAT THEY THREW 
THE BALL JUST AS MANY TIMES AS ANY OTHER 
TEAM IN THE SEC,” SAID BLACK. “MY MOM 
HAS ALWAYS TOLD ME TO KEEP GOD FIRST AND 
PRAY ABOUT IT, AND IT JUST CAME DOWN TO 
WHERE MY HEART WAS AND WHAT SCHOOL | 
WAS MOST COMFORTABLE WITH.” 


Black. “My mom has always told me to keep God first and pray 
about it, and it just came down to where my heart was and what 
school | was most comfortable with.” 

Casey Gladney, 6-1, 180, 4.5, Columbia, South Carolina, 
three-star wide receiver, might become the steal of the class. 
Gladney earned an offer from Alabama after shining at the Tide's 
summer camp. He drew heavy praise from former NFL star Cris 
Carter who worked the Alabama camp in June. Gladney was 
overlooked by in-state schools Clemson and South Carolina due 
to his academics, but taking classes during the summer has him 
in better shape. Gladney had 49 catches for 885 yards with 11 
touchdowns in 2010. He scored 16 touchdowns. 

“| like the football program, the facilities and the stadium,” 
Gladney said of Alabama. “| like everything. Coach Saban really 
stressed academics. That is a big reason why | committed.” 

Amari Cooper, 6-2, 185, 4.5, Northwestern of Miami, four- 
star wide receiver, earned his offer from Alabama this summer. 
He was a star at the Tide's camp in July. His stock continued 
to rise during the summer and quickly became one of the most 
sought after receivers in the South. Alabama is considered the 
team to beat for his signature, but other schools, including 
Florida and Florida State, are in hot pursuit. 

“Alabama offered me at the camp," said Cooper. “It's 
definitely one of my better offers. | really like the school. They 
are pretty high on my list. They play football based on match-ups. 
If they have a mismatch they are going to take advantage of it. | 
really like that.” 

Dorial Green-Beckham, 6-6, 220, 4.5, Springfield, 
Missouri (Hillcrest), five-star wide receiver, is the best player at 
his position to come out of high school since Julio Jones and 
A.J. Green, He had 78 catches in 2010 for 1,703 yards and 
15 touchdowns. He had 66 catches for 1,616 yards and 23 
touchdowns during his sophomore year. He has a list of favorites, 
but will not give the names just yet. The schools most consider 
aa contenders for his signature include Alabama, Arkansas, 
Auburn, Missouri and Oklahoma. Alabama started recruiting the 
nation’s number one receiver when he was a sophomore. He has 
visited Tuscaloosa and expects to return this season. 
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TIGHT END 


Although tight ends are sometimes listed with the big men 
(linemen and linebackers), in the Crimson Tide system the tight 
end is considered a skill position as much as a blocking position. 
Alabama is an attractive school for tight ends because of the way 
they are used in the offensive system. Alabama remains a major 
contender for two of the best in the Southeast. 

Kent Taylor, 6-5, 215, Land O’Lakes, Florida, js a four-star 
and the top-rated tight end in the country. Taylor trimmed his 
favorites to four schools prior to the start of the season. They are 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Penn State. He is scheduled to 
take his official visit to Alabama in November when the Crimson 
Tide hosts LSU. Florida has long been considered the team 
to beat for Taylor's signature, but Alabama has made a strong 
impression. Taylor caught 35 passes for 571 yards and nine 
touchdowns in 2010, 

“Alabama has a lot to offer, and | loved it there,” said 
Taylor. “Their stadium and locker room are unbelievable and 
their facilities are unreal. They have so much tradition there, 
and | like that a lot.” 

Kurt Freitag, 6-4, 237, Buford, Georgia, three-star tight 
end, was scheduled to announce his college decision September 
10. He decided to hold off from making the announcement and 
might announce before this goes to print. Freitag has his college 
choices down to Alabama, Florida, and Florida State. Teammate 
Dillon Lee is committed to Alabama and trying to recruit Freitag 
to Tuscaloosa. 

“You can't say enough about Coach Saban and his program,” 
said Freitag. “They produce top talent athletes and put players in 
the NFL. The proof is in the pudding.” 


SECONDARY 


Alabama has two National 100 recruits committed in the 
class of 2012 and both are from outside the state. 

Geno Smith, 6-0, 170, 4.4, St. Pius X of Atlanta, National 
100 cornerback, committed to Alabama prior to the start of the 
season. Smith was torn between the Crimson Tide and Auburn 
Tigers for months before giving his commitment to Alabama. He 
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BONE UP ON BAMA RECRUITING! 


FOXSports/Scout.com Southeast Recruiting Analyst Andrew Bone is providing a weekly 
recruiting Q&A session every Wednesday at BamaMag.com at 1 p.m. CT (2 p.m. Eastern). 
Get the facts on what you want to know as hundreds of fans from across the country join the 
information discussion each week. 


For the very latest recruiting updates follow him on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/#!/AndrewJBone 
Reach Andrew Bone at abone@scout.com. 
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held several other offers across the country including Auburn, 
Clemson, Florida, Florida State, Georgia, Notre Dame, Ohio 
State, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and USC. He finished 
his junior season with 47 tackles and eight interceptions. He is 
also a standout on the offensive side of the ball. Smith is rated 
the number seven cornerback in the country. 

“Alabama's tradition as far as football and education 
played a big part in my decision,” said Smith. “Coach Saban’s 
experience with defensive backs and their pipeline of producing 
great defensive backs for the NFL played a big part. It’s a great 
program. | have a comfortable feeling there. It's a home feeling.” 

Travell Dixon, 6-2, 200, 4.47, of Eastern Arizona Junior 
College, is a four-star cornerback and rated one of the top junior 
college players in the nation. He has over 20 college offers, 
including one from Alabama. He is scheduled for an official visit 
to Tuscaloosa November 5, and the Tide is considered the team 
to beat for his signature. He will graduate from Eastern Arizona in 
December. Dixon spent several days in Tuscaloosa in July visiting 
the campus and coaching staff. 

“My overall thoughts about Alabama are very positive,” said 
Dixon. “Everything about Alabama is positive. There is positive 
energy from everyone there. | really like that. The situation at 
Alabama and how they develop their junior college players is what 
stands out to me. | like their NFL style of defense. | am man 
corner. That’s my specialty. | feel like | would be a great fit.” 

Cyrus Jones, 5-10, 185, 4.4, cornerback, Gilman School 
of Baltimore, Maryland, four-star prospect, is one of the best 
athletes on the East Coast. He has several offers, and most 
schools are recruiting him to play receiver. Alabama and Auburn 
are recruiting him as a cornerback. The two SEC schools are 
considered the teams to beat for his commitment. He plans 
to visit both during the season and will also take official visits 
to Notre Dame and Virginia Tech. Jones plans to announce his 
decision at the Under Armour All-America game in January. 

“Tl really do like the SEC,” said Jones. “The SEC has great 
players and great exposure all across the board. I'm a competitor, 
and | want to play against the best and see how | stack up.” 

Deon Bush, 6-1, 185, 4.4, from Columbus High in Miami, 


is a four-star prospect. He has been rated as a safety, but 

is being recruited by most to play cornerback. His top three 
schools are Alabama, Florida State, and LSU. He also has 
interest in Auburn and Miami. He finished his junior season 
with 55 tackles and three interceptions, Bush has visited 
Tuscaloosa, and plans to return this season. 

“Alabama is a great program,” said Bush. “Coach Saban is 
known for developing defensive backs and putting them in the 
league. |'ve visited Alabama several times. | like it there a lot.” 

Eddie Williams, 6-4, 205, 4.5, Arnold High of Panama City 
Beach, Florida, National 100 prospect at safety, committed to 
Alabama prior to the start of the 2010 season. He was the first 
commitment for the Tide’s 2012 recruiting class. Williams can 
play almost any position on the field. He is considered one of the 
top five overall prospects in the state of Florida. He is rated the 
number four safety in the country. He had 20 receptions for 483 
yards and six touchdowns during the 2010 season. He added 
44 tackles and five interceptions on defense. Williams also had 
offers from Florida, Florida State and Notre Dame. 

“Il decided to commit early because my decision was 
made,” said Williams. “Alabama is a great school. It felt like 
family there, and it’s close to home. | knew committing early 
would give me something to look forward to. Being the first to 
commit in my class is great.” 

Landon Collins, 6-0, 205, 4.4, Dutchtown High of 
Geismar, Louisiana, five-star safety, is one of the most coveted 
prospects in the country. The battle for Collins will likely 
come down to Alabama and LSU. The Tide and Tigers are at 
the top of his list, but he still plans to visit other schools. He 
will announce his college decision at the Under Armour All- 
America game in January. Collins had 102 tackles and four 
interceptions during the 2010 season. He is former teammate 
with Tide running back Eddie Lacy. 

“Trust is a huge key for me,” said Collins. “|! want to go play 
for coaches that | know are being honest with me and who | can 
trust. Part of the reason | have LSU and Alabama on top right 
now is how | feel around the coaches there. How | feel around 
the coaches will be big for me.” 8 
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6’2” junior 
235 pounds 
4.4 forty 
2,500 yards rushing 
44 touchdowns 
4.0 GPA 


could stay home... 
...0ut wants to see what 
else is out there 


we know where 
he’s going, do you? 


next signing day starts today 
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YEARROUND RECRUITING COVERAGE - MESSAGE BOARDS + EXPERT INSIDER ANALYSIS 
TEAM RANKINGS + PLAYER RANKINGS + CONFERENCE RANKINGS 
STAY CONNECTED AND FIND OUT WHO’S NEXT 


2012 ALABAMA FOOTBALL PROSPECTS 
B 


2012 Alabama Football Prospects who have received offers from the Crimson Tide, as determined by Andrew Bone of ‘BAMA Magazine and Scout.com 


Kwon Alexander, 6-2, 210, 4.6, LB, Oxford 

Vadal Alexander, 6-5, 329, OT, Buford, Ga. 

*Ryan Anderson, 6-3, 248, DE, Daphne 

Denico Autry, 6-6, 250, DE, Scooba, Miss. (East Mississippi C.C.) 
*Dakota Ball, 6-2, 282, DT, Lindale, Ga. (Pepperell) 

Zach Banner, 6-9, 295, OT, Lakewood, Wash. (Lakes) 

Faton Bauta, 6-3, 220, QB, Palm Beach Garden, Fla. (Wm. T. Dwyer) 
Deion Belue, 6-0, 170, CB, Booneville, Miss. (Northeast Mississippi C.C.) 
*Chris Black, 5-11, 160, WR, Jacksonville, Fla. (First Coast) 

Beniquez Brown, 6-2, 205, LB, Florence, Ala. 

Jonathan Bullard, 6-5, 250, DE, Shelby, N.C. (Crest) 

Deon Bush, 6-1, 180, 4.4, CB, Miami, Fla. (Columbus) 

Landon Collins, 6-0, 203, 4.5, S, Geismar, La. (Dutchtown) 

Amari Cooper, 6-2, 180, 4.5, Miami, Fla. (Northwestern) 

T.J. Davis, 6-1, 180, 4.4, CB, Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 

Denzell Devall, 6-2, 240, 4.6, DE, Bastrop, La. 

Travell Dixon, 6-2, 200, 4.46, CB, Thatcher, Ariz. (Eastern Arizona) 
“Kenyan Drake, 6-0, 184, 4.40, RB, Powder Springs, Ga. (Hillgrove) 
Trae Elston, 6-0, 170, CB, Oxford 

Quay Evans, 6-3, 300, DT, Morton, Miss. 

Kurt Freitag, 6-3.5, 217, TE, Buford, Ga. 

Devin Fuller, 6-0, 185, 4.48, Old Tappan, N.J. (No. Valley Reg. Old Tappan) 
*Casey Gladney, 6-1, 180, 4.4, WR, Columbia, S.C. 

Eddie Goldman, 6-3, 290, 5.3, DT, Washington D.C. (Edison-Friendship) 
*Brandon Greene, 6-5, 276, OT, Ellenwood, Ga. (Cedar Grove) 

Dorial Green-Beckham, 6-5, 210, WR, Springfield, Mo. (Hillcrest) 
*Adam Griffith, 5-9, 165, K, Calhoun, Ga. 

*Caleb Gulledge, 6-4.5, 280, DE, Prattville 

*Tyler Hayes, 6-3, 215, 4.6, LB, Thomasville, Ala. 


Brandon Hill, 6-6, 350, OT, Collierville (St. George’s) 


Tracy Howard, 6-0, 165, CB, Miramar, Fla. 

Andrew Jelks, 6-6, 260, 5.0, OT, Paris, Tenn. (Henry County) 
Jordan Jenkins, 6-2.5, 225, 4.69, DE, Hamilton, Ga. (Harris County) 
Cyrus Jones, 5-10, 185, 4.47, RB, Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 

“Darren Lake, 6-3, 328, 4.9, DT, York, Ala. (Sumter County) 
Quanzell Lambert, 6-2, 230, MLB, Erial, N.J. (Timber Creek) 

*Dillon Lee, 6-3.5, 220, LB, Buford, Ga. 

Jeremy Liggins, 6-4, 235, QB, Oxford, Miss. (Lafayette) 

Korren Kirven, 6-5, 275, DT, Lynchburg, Va. (Brookville) 

Keith Marshall, 5-11, 180, 4.32, RB, Raleigh, N.C. (Millbrook) 
Daniel McCullers, 6-5, 340, DT, Milledgeville, Ga. (Georgia Military) 
D'Vario Montgomery, 6-3, 211, WR, Winter Park, Fla. 

*Alec Morris, 6-4, 235, QB, Allen, Texas 

Danny O'Brien, 6-3, 287, DT, Flint, Mich. (Powers Catholic) 

Caleb Peterson, 6-4, 292, OG, Auburn 

*Darius Philon, 6-2, 265, 4.78, Prichard (Vigor) 

“Reggie Ragland, 6-4, 245, MLB, Madison (Bob Jones) 

Barry Sanders, 5-9, 180, RB, Oklahoma City, Okla. (Heritage Hall) 
Russell Shell, 5-11, 215, RB, Aliquippa, Pa. (Hopewell) 

*Geno Smith, 5-11, 160, 4.47, CB, Atlanta, Ga. (St. Pius X) 

*Justin Taylor, 5-10, 216, RB, Atlanta, Ga. (Washington) 

“Justin Thomas, 5-11, 180, 4.34, QB, Prattville 

Dalvin Tomlinson, 6-3, 270, 4.94, DE, McDonough, Ga. (Henry County) 
Channing Ward, 6-4, 220, 4.5, DE, Aberdeen, Miss. 

Aldophus Washington, 6-6, 240, DE, Cincinnati, Ohio (Taft) 

Jordan Watkins, 6-5, 267, DE, College Park, Ga. (Woodward Academy) 
“Eddie Williams, 6-4, 205, 4.5, S, Panama City Beach, Fla. (Arnold) 
Leonard Williams, 6-5, 250, DE, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 
Avery Young, 6-5, 270, OT, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 


*Committed to Alabama 


BASKETBALL BY KIRK MCNAIR 


Ups And Dow 


Pre-practice notes on Tide basketball 


ull-fledged basketball 

practice was still weeks 

away, tip-off for the first 
game several months out, but 
that didn't mean things weren't 
happening on the Alabama 
basketball front. 

For Alabama Men's Coach 


is 


might be able to participate in 
the upcoming season, that has 
to be considered not likely. 
Grant said if Gueye is not 
able to play, “We'd miss him a 
great deal. My feelings go out to 
him. He, like most of our guys, 
spent the whole summer here. 


Atnhony Grant, there was the 
good and the bad. The academic 
eligibility issue regarding 

top prospect Trevor Lacey of 


He had really worked hard to get 
himself ready to get prepared for 
the upcoming season, so it’s a 
big disappointment for him and 


Huntsville Butler was resolved 

in favor of Alabama just as fall 
classes were beginning. Lacey is 
enrolled and taking part in the 
off-season conditioning work. He 
is a 6-4, 185-pound shooting 
guard who was a two-time Mr. 
Basketball in Alabama. 

Not taking part is another 
newcomer. Moussa Gueye, a 
seven-foot inside player who had 
been expected to play a key role 
at Bama in his first season out 
of junior college, suffered a late 
August knee injury in a pickup 
game with his teammates. Grant 
said, “Two days later we were 
able to get him into surgery, and 
surgery went well. Now it's just a 
matter of him going through the natural healing process.” Although on good footwork, too.” 


a big loss for our team. 

“That just a part of 
athletics. Injuries are a part of 
the game. 

“It gives other guys 
opportunities to step up and 
provide that missing piece for 
our team.” 

The 7-0, 280-pound 
center from Dakar, Senegal, was 
operated on by Dr. Lyle Cain in 
Birmingham. 

Alabama senior post player 
JaMychal Green had liked what 
he had seen of Gueye before 
the injury. 

“He's aggressive on both 
ends and he can knock down the 
15-footer,” Green said. “He has 


aeNOML EMS 


crutches, Gueye was going through rehabilitation by mid-September. Green was one of three Alabama players to get some 
“It's just a matter of how his body responds,” Grant said. “We're international basketball experience over the summer, and Grant 

hopeful that he can return.” called it “a great experience” for each of them. Green played for } 
Gueye had missed his second year of junior college play with an USA Basketball at the World University Games in Shenzhen, China; 

injury not related to his torn ACL, and thus does not have a redshirt sophomore center Carl Engstrom played for the Swedish Under-20 

season available. He does have three years of eligibility remaining team; and incoming freshman guard Retin Ojomoh played on the 

beginning this year. Although Grant has held out hope that Gueye Under-20 Belgium team. 
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Green was the most high profile of the performers as he was his 
team’s second highest scorer at 12.6 points per game on 69 per cent 
shooting (38-55) and 5.8 rebounds per game. The disappointment 
was that USA finished the World University Games with the best 
record among the 23 teams at 7-1, but because the team was 
defeated by Lithuania in the quarterfinals, USA finished fifth. 

“It was a great experience for JaMychal to be around some 
of the other great players from across the country, gaining the 
experience of playing internationally, from a conditioning standpoint, 
from a coaching standpoint, from a mentality standpoint, and | think 
he performed well,” Grant said. “It gives him an opportunity to come 
back that much more mature and ready to lead.” 

Grant said the “feedback we got was that Carl was able to impact 
the games he played in,” and Sweden had a better than expected 
performance in its tournaments. “He had some great competition,” 
Grant added. “He had great things to say about the experience.” 

The Tide coach said Ojomoh, at 17 or 18 years old, was the 
youngest player on the team and averaged 25-28 minutes per game. 
He said, “The experience with older guys will only help him. He's a 
guy who has a high basketball IQ. That experience will help him as 
he adapts and learns life in American and life on a college campus." 

Before practice begins, the players go through a conditioning 
regimen, which includes the opportunity for coaches to spend up to 
two hours per week with the players on the court. 

Grant said the players also spend the pre-practice time getting 
acclimated academically. 

The basketball program is designed to have players lifting 
weights and conditioning “and trying to get ready for practice,” Grant 
said. That includes new players becoming familiar with the Alabama 
system, “giving them an understanding from an offensive standpoint 
of the style of play, the pace we need to play at.” 

He said, “We've got a group that’s excited about learning. | think 
our veteran guys are doing a good job in getting the guys acclimated 
to what they need to do in terms of the drills, how they need to play, 
and the mindset we want to have from a defensive standpoint.” 

Grant acknowledges the importance of Green having returned for 
his senior season after being first team All-Southeastern Conference 
last year in leading Bama to the SEC Western Division championship. 

Grant said, “As many accolades as JaMychal has, being a first 
team all-league guy last year, | think it provides a great opportunity not 
only for our team to be able look to him in providing that leadership 
with his talents, but also for him to grow as a leader and to understand 
that he has an opportunity to elevate the level of play of his teammates 
just by his presence. | think that’s something that can’t be forced. It’s 
something he has to grow into and realize and those are lessons we 
have talked about the last couple of years and you can see bit by bit 
that he understands. | think he’s excited about the upcoming season. 
| think he understands he has a tremendous amount of respect and 
responsibility in terms of being a senior on a team that needs that 
guidance and that direction. | think he'll be prepared to give it.” 

One negative last year was Bama not making it into the NCAA 
Tournament. The Tide’s strength of schedule rating was cited as the 
reason for the surprising omission. This year Grant says the schedule 
has been ramped up. 

“I'm excited about the challenge,” he said. “It's certainly going 
to be a challenging schedule. We've got some great competition. “You 
look at the results of last year. It’s really hard to say. Maybe if we won 
a couple of games early in the year, maybe the strength of schedule 


is better. | thought we played a competitive schedule. We weren't 
fortunate enough to win some games we probably needed to win in the 
non-conference. “It all comes down to being able to win games. We've 
got a very tough schedule this year and we've got to put ourselves in 
position where we can win some of those games this year.” 

There are two particularly interesting non-conference games on 
the schedule, one against VCU — the team from which Grant came 
to Alabama — and the other against Dayton — Grant's alma mater. He 
said the VCU game was part of his contract at VCU. “It calls for a 
home-and-home,” he said. “VCU will come here this year and then 
we'll return the game to them next year.” 

Alabama is going to Dayton, which Grant called “one of the 
great environments in college basketball.” 

There is also news for Coach Wendell Hudson's women's team. 
Alabama added a pair of transfers as Briana Hutchen and Daisha 
Simmons have joined the team. Both Hutchen and Simmons spent last 
season at Rutgers University and will have to sit out the 2011-12 season 
due to transfer rules. Both were freshmen last year. 

“We are really excited to have Daisha and Briana join the team,” 
Hudson said. “They are both top-quality players that will, no doubt, 
help our program get stronger. Despite them having to sit out this 
season, we know we will have two great players to go against in 
practice and will have two great additions for actual games when they 
are able to play next season.” 

Hutchen is a 6-1 forward from Baltimore and Simmons a 5-10 
guard from Jersey City, New Jersey. a 
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SWIMMING & DIVING BY ANDREW VARBLE I! 


year ago, the Alabama 
swimming and diving 
program enjoyed a youth 


explosion the likes of which is 
rarely seen these days. Coming 
on strong during the regular 
season, the 2010-11 rookies hit 
their stride at the Southeastern 
Conference Championships 
where 12 rookies scored in 

18 different individual events 
and as part of nine relays. In 
addition, a league best six 
Crimson Tiders were named to 
the SEC All-Freshman Team, 
meaning that they were the top 
newcomer in one or more events. 

Diver Paige McCleary was the top rookie in all three diving events 
and was named the SEC Freshman Diver of the Year by the league's 
coaches at the end of the championships. McCleary (1-meter, 3-meter 
and platform) was joined on the women’s Freshman All-SEC team by 
Alex Popa (200 breaststroke) and Kristel Vourna (100 butterfly). On 
the men's side Devan Terry (100 breaststroke), B.J. Hornikel (100 
freestyle) and Alex Coci (200 butterfly) all earned the rookie honor. 
Terry and Hornikel were also named SEC Freshman Swimmers of the 
Week during the regular season. 

Lauren Piper, Anna Rae Gwarjanski, Hillary Hahmann and Callan 
Buck along with Viad Caciuc and Cameron Conners also scored at the 
conference championships in their first appearances. 

In addition to earning conference honors, Vourna shaved nearly a 
second off the school 100 butterfly record, posting a 52.16, just shy 
of becoming the first UA woman under 52 seconds in that event. She 
parlayed that success into a trip to the NCAA Championships where she 
competed in the 100 butterfly as well as the 50 and 100 freestyle. She 
just missed scoring in the 100 butterfly, coming in 17th in prelims. 

Vourna kept the success of her sparkling freshman season 
going well into the summer. She set a new Greek national record in 
the 100m butterfly, touching the wall with a time of 58.39 at the 
Banja Luka Open, which ranked 17th in the world this year. That 


30 BAMAMAG,.COM 


strong frosh class leads as sophs 


mark not only qualified her 

for this summer's FINA World 
Championships, where she 
posted a top-25 finish, but also 
the 2012 London Olympics. 

“Kristel (Vourna) really had 
a breakout year,” Alabamaq 
Coach Eric Mcliquham said. 
“She took the success she had 
during the season, at both the 
SEC and NCAA Championships, 
and just kept it going in the 
summer, posting one of the 
fastest 100 butterfly times in the 
world and getting her Olympic 
‘A’ cut, which punches her ticket 
for London.” 

Not to be outdone, Caciuc, Hornikel and Coci joined with 
current senior Joe Ziegler to break the school 400 freestyle relay, 
posting a time of 3:53.47, to shave nearly two seconds off the 
previous mark, set in 2003. 

And while they are just shy of the school record, both Vaciuc 
and Hornikel broke the 20-second mark in the 50 freestyle last 
season, becoming just the third and fourth men in school history to 
do so, touching at 19.85 and 19.98 respectively. The other two men 
to faster than 20 seconds in the 50 for the Tide are Olympic gold 
medalist Jon Olsen and two-time Olympian Apostolis Tsagkarakis. 

The best thing about having a team loaded with great freshmen 
is that the next year, you have a team loaded with great sophomores. 
Last year’s tremendous success means that the nucleus of this year's 
squad is not only supremely talented, but now, with a year of collegiate 
competition under the belt, they are also experienced as well. 

“We were so young last year, but we still enjoyed a lot of 
success, both in the pool and in the classroom,” Mcllquham said. 
“Now we want to take that and continue to build on it. We're still 
young, but we're much more experienced throughout our lineup and 
everyone is looking to be better and make a bigger impact this year.” 

That's not to say that this year’s sophomores are the only ones 
coming into this season on a hot streak. Senior Joe Ziegler, who 
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2011-12 ALABAMA SWIMMING & DIVING ROSTERS 


MEN 

NAME EVENT 
Anestis Arampatzis _ Fly, Free 
Oliver Basse Fly 

Vlad Caciuc Free 

Jake Carloni Diving 
Brian Carr Free 

Alex Coci Fly 
Cameron Conners Breast 
Phillip Deaton Back, Free 
Phillip Dockery Breast 
Tito Ebersole Diving 
John Ellis Free, Back 
Clark Garner Fly, IM, Back 
Gilles Gutnecht Free 

Peter Hillyer Diving 
Hunter Henson Fly, Back 
V.J. Hornikel Free 
Jordan Lesser Diving 
Brandon Lowe Free 

Alex Pujol Back 
Andrew Reeves Breast 
Jake Reynolds Back 

John Servati Free, Back 
Reese Shirey Back 
Hunter Smith Diving 
Devan Terry Breast, IM 
Mike Tontillo Free 

Kyle Weeks Fly, Free 
George Wong Free 
Andrew Wrist Fly, IM 

Joe Ziegler Free, Back 
Luke Zippi Diving 


HOMETOWN 
Thessaloniki, Greece 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Bogdan Voda, Romania 
Branford, Conn. 
New Orleans 

Bai Mare, Romania 
Huntsville 

Madison 

Tuscaloosa 
Colleyville, Texas 
Durban, South Africa 
Mize, Miss. 
Marseille, France 
Atlanta 

Cairo, Ga. 
Boblingen, Germany 
Washington, D.C. 
San Diego, Calif. 
Houston 
Birmingham 
Prattville 

Tupelo, Miss. 
Muscle Shoals 
Sacramento, Calif. 
Louisville 

Cincinnati 

Poway, Calif. 
Madison 

Charlotte, N.C. 
Tallahassee 
Melbourne, Fla. 


competed at the NCAA Championships as a sophomore, lowered his 
own school mark in the 200 backstroke, posting a 1:43.84 at the 
SEC Championships, in addition to anchoring the Tide’s school-record 
setting 400 freestyle relay. He’ll be joined among the veteran ranks 
by junior Anestis Arampatzis, who is ranked in Alabama's all-time 

top 10 in the 100 and 200 butterfly, as well as Oliver Basse and 
Reese Shirey, who are ranked in the Tide's all-time top 10 in the 

200 butterfly and 200 backstroke, respectively. Peter Hillyer, an SEC 
scorer in the diving events, is also back for his junior season. 

On the men’s side of the slate, sophomores Jake Carloni and 
Luke Zippi as well as freshmen Tito Ebersole, Jordan Lesser and 
Hunter Smith join Hillyer in the Tide diving corps. 

Hornikel and Caciuc along with juniors Brandon Lowe and Jake 
Reynolds, sophomore George Wong and freshman Phillip Deaton are 
slated to see duty in the sprint freestyle events. 

Senior Gilles Gutnecht and sophomores Brian Carr, Mike Tontillo 
and Andrew Wrist will be joined in the middle distance and distance 
lane by junior college national champion John Ellis. 
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WOMEN 
NAME 

Lisa Bogosian 
Callan Buck 
Kaylin Burchell 
Kayla de Boer 
Emily Facchine Free, IM 
Kara Feeney Diving 
Jenna Gallo Free 

Anna Rae Gwarjanski Fly, Free, IM 
Hillary Hahmann Free 
Caitlyn Harrison Free 
Shelby Hixon Free, IM 
Stephanie Kinsey Free 
Angely Martinez Diving 
Paige McCleary Diving 
Katheryne Muth Free 
Callie Nettles Back 
Brittany Parker Breast 

Ida Persson Fly 
Lauren Piper IM, Back 
Alex Popa Breast, IM 
Katie Schroeder Free 
Suzanne Schwee Fly, Back 
Sam Stanley Free, Back 
Kristel Vourna Fly, Free 


EVENT 
Diving 
Diving 
Breast 
Back 


HOMETOWN 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
Keller, Texas 
Richmond, Va. 
McKinney, Texas 
Raleigh, N.C. 
Cockeysville, Md. 
Lake Worth, Fla. 
Ft. Payne 

Tampa 
Manassas, Va. 
Woodstock, Ga. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Miami 

Lake Worth, Fla. 
Sarasota, Fla. 
Acworth, Ga. 
Alpharetta, Ga. 
Ostersund, Sweden 
St. Petersburg 
Pitesti, Romania 
Mechanicsville, Va. 
Ashburn, Va. 
Birmingham 
Patpas, Greece 


Head Coach: Eric Mcllquham 
Associate Head Coach: Sonya Porter 
Diving Coach: Pat Greenwell 

Assistant Coach: James Barber 
Assistant Coach: Stefan Gherghel 
Graduate Assistant: Jessica Livingston 


Coci, Arampatzis and Basse along with senior Kyle Weeks and 
freshman Clark Garner give the Tide a potent butterfly lane. 

Ziegler, Coci and Shirey will again lead the way when it comes 
to backstroke events along with sophomore Alex Pujol and freshmen 
Phillip Deaton and John Servati. 

Terry and Conners will be joined in the breaststroke events by 
junior Andrew Reeves and sophomore Phillip Dockery. 

In the individual medley events, Hunter Hinson, who grabbed a 
spot in the Tide’s all-time 400 IM top-10 last year and Terry will be 
joined by Garner and Wrist. 

On the women’s side, Ida Persson, the school record holder in 
the 100 freestyle and as part of the 200 and 400 medley relays and 
the 200 and 400 freestyle relays, returns to action for her senior 
season after redshirting last year. Suzanne Schwee, the school record 
holder in the 200 butterfly is back for her senior season, ready to 
finish things off with a bang. Both women are veterans of the NCAA 
Championships. Distance ace Jenna Gallo is back for her junior 
season with her eye on the school record in the mile. 
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Senior Kara Feeney and freshmen Angely Martinez and Lisa 
Bogosian will join Buck and McCleary in the diving events. 

In the breaststroke events, Popa will be joined by freshmen 
Kaylin Burchell and Brittany Parkey while Schwee, Vourna and 
Gwarjanski along with Popa and sophomore Katie Schroeder will take 
care of the butterfly duties. 

Piper will get help from sophomores Stephanie Kinsey and Callie 
Nettles along with freshmen Kayla de Boer and Sam Stanley in the 
backstroke lane. 

In the sprint freestyle events, Vourna, Persson, Popa and 
Gwarjanski will lead the way while Kinsey, Schroeder, freshman 
Katheryne Muth, and senior Shelby Hixon look to make their marks. 

In the middle distance and distance events Gallo and Hahmann along 
with freshman Emily Facchine and senior Caitlyn Harris will be in the mix. 

The versatility of this year’s squad also means that there are 
several candidates for the individual medley events including Popa, 
Gwarjanski and Facchine. 

In addition to its success in the pool, Mcliquham, along with 
Diving Coach Pat Greenwell, Associate Head Coach Sonya Porter and 
Assistant Coaches James Barber and Stefan Gherghel, are looking 
to keep Alabama's outstanding academic accolades pouring in. The 
College Swimming Coaches Association of America’s Scholar All- 
American Teams rankings saw the Crimson Tide men ranked number 
one and the women ranked second in the nation for the spring 
semester by team grade point average. The UA men tied with Denver 


jegler celebrates after 
ing Tide beat Auburn — 


with a 3.44 team GPA while the women were just a hundredth of a 
point behind first-place Yale with a 3.63 GPA. 

“lam extremely proud of what we were able to accomplish in 
the classroom this past year,” Mcllquham said. “We want to be the 
best in everything we do, especially in the area of academics, and | 
think this shows the kind of dedication and hard work our student- 
athletes put into their studies.” 

In addition to the team accomplishments, Alabama had four 
student-athletes earn first team Scholar All-American honors and 
another dozen earn honorable mention accolades. To earn first team 
Scholar All-American honors, a swimmer or diver must carry a 3.5 
GPA and participate in the NCAA Championships. To earn honorable 
mention All-American honors, they must earn an NCAA provisional 
standard and carry a 3.5 GPA. 

All-America and 2010 senior Kate Shannon Gray, the school 
record holder in the 200 and 400 IM, and current sophomore Kristel 
Vourna, the school record holder in the 100 butterfly and a 2011 
FINA World Championship participant, earned first-team honors on 
the women’s side. All-Americans and 2010 seniors Adam Booher and 
Catalin Cosma earned first-team honors on the men’s side of things. 

Divers Callan Buck, Olivia Covey and Paige McCleary along with 
swimmers Anna Gwarjanski, Kelsie Ludolph and Alex Popa all earned 
honorable mention honors for the women’s team while swimmers Daniel 
Armstrong, Alan Axford, B.J. Hornikel, Reese Shirey, Devan Terry and 
Denes Zubcsek earned honorable mention for the men’s team. a 
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Alabama rowing team enjoyed a banner year in 2011, one 

that included taking gold at a national regatta and sweeping 
the varsity open events at the Southern Intercollegiate Rowing 
Championships (SIRA). 

“| think last year was a huge step forward for us,” Coach Larry 
Davis said. “It was big in terms of knowing what it takes to be 
competitive and then being able go out and execute it. | think in the 
past we might have had an idea of what it took to be successful, but 
last year was the first time we were able to bring it all together and 
execute on a consistent basis.” 

Alabama posted a huge win at the San Diego Crew Classic when its 
First Varsity 8+ boat took first place in its race winning the SeaWorld Cal 
Cup. Alabama's squad was among the over 4,000 rowers who took place 
in the event which is billed as “America’s Premier Spring Regatta,” and 
took place on Crown Point Shores on Mission Bay. 

“We attacked a bit more than we did in the prelims and had a 
more aggressive race plan in finals,” Davis said after the race. “The 
Varsity 8+ dug down a little deeper and did what they were capable 
of doing. They made a really good move about midway through the 
race, pulling ahead, and really pushed through the third 500.” 

Following its success at the San Diego Crew Classic, Alabama’s 
Varsity 8+ was named the inaugural Conference USA Boat of the Week as 
well as Row2K.com’s Crew of the Week. The Tide followed up that stellar 
performance with an outstanding showing at the SIRA Championships. 

In 2010, Alabama took home its first gold medal at the SIRA 
Championships when it won the Varsity 4+. This season, in the 
midst of rough weather conditions, Alabama not only repeated as 


T he youngest of the Crimson Tide’s roster of varsity sports, the 
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the Varsity 4+ champions, but also brought home gold in the Varsity 
8+ and in the Second Varsity 8+. 

“To sweep all the Varsity Open races is a really big step forward for 
our program,” Davis said after SIRAs. “In general there aren’t too many 
programs that have done that, so we were pretty happy with that.” 

The Tide was looking forward to carrying its success into the 
Conference USA Championships, but the tornado that ripped through 
Tuscaloosa on April 27 cut the academic semester and the rowing team’s 
season short, trimming a dual meet with Clemson and the Tide's second 
appearance at the C-USA Championships from Alabama’s schedule. 

Crimson Tide rowing competes in Conference USA because there 
is no Southeastern Conference rowing competition. 

“We were certainly disappointed to not be able to carry our 
success into the postseason, but it was still a very good year for 
us,” Davis said. “To be able to go and travel across the country and 
compete at a very high level against teams that are making it to 
the NCAAs, and to turn around and not only win one race but the 
three open championship races for varsity women at the Southern 
Intercollegiate Rowing Association Championships, shows that we 
learned how to execute in a high pressure situation at a high level.” 

Before getting into the outlook for this year's team, here's a quick 
primer in rowing terminology. Varsity, in rowing terms, denotes the top 
tier boats made up of experienced rowers. Novice refers to boats or 
rowers in their first year of collegiate competition. A rookie can make 
a Varsity boat if she is good enough. When a boat is designated as 
8+ that means there are eight rowers and a coxswain in the boat just 
as the 4+ means there are four rowers and a coxswain aboard. The 
coxswain steers the boat and directs the rower’s efforts throughout the 
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race — often referred to as the quarterback or coach on the boat. 

Alabama comes into the 2011-12 season having to replace several 
key members of the last year’s varsity, including Alissa Kranz, who 
became just the second UA rower to earn a place on the CRCA All-South 
Region team, as well as Laura Skaggs, one of last year’s captains and 
the first Tide rower named to the All-Conference USA team. Alabama 
is also missing Jessie Allaway, who earned the SEC Community Service 
Award last season, from the First V8. All three women were mainstays of 
the last year’s First Varsity 8+ boat and will be sorely missed. 

Despite those losses, the Tide returns a solid base of talented 
and experienced veterans who will be looking to continue Alabama's 
climb up the conference, regional and national ladder. Coxswain 
Paige Storey, the “quarterback” of the First V8 the last two seasons, 
is back for her senior season, as are senior Bianca Arrington and 
juniors Mariah Styer and Jessica Parker. Also back from last year’s 
Cal Cup winning First V8 is senior captain Kristen Iverson, who, along 
with a seat close to the center of the boat, will bring solid leadership 
to the entire team again this season. 

Alabama also returns nearly the entire Second Varsity 8+ from 
last year, including seniors Audrey White, Leigh Ann Terch and Ericka 
Baranek; juniors Kiffy Balchon and Tabitha Coleman; and sophomores 
Brianne Hadar, Lynsey Marshall and Hannah Merrill. These women will 
be vying to move up and fill the vacant seats in the First V8 boat. 

Larry Davis’ squad also returns three members of the two-time 
SIRA Champion First Varsity 4+ including seniors Emily LeBeau and 
Stephanie Varner and junior Kendall Williamson. Sydney Sutton, who 
rowed on the Tide’s Second Varsity 4+, is back for her junior year. 

There are three members of the last year's Novice boats who 
made the move up to the Varsity crews this year —- Bethany Bell, 
Bernadette Bucher, and Kelli O’Brien, all of whom will be pushing for 
spots in the upper boat lineups. 

In addition to the 20 veterans of the Tide’s 2010-11 Varsity or 
Novice crews returning this year, Davis and company have added 16 
newcomers, including 15 true freshmen. The 16 Tide rookies make up 
the largest scholarship/invited walk-on pool in Alabama’s short history 
and all are looking for a chance to make the Varsity, giving the Tide 
great internal competition. This group does not include other walk-ons 
who will join Novice roster in the fall. From its start, Alabama rowing 
has had a cadre of UA students with no rowing experience, but the 
athletic ability to make the transition to NCAA Division | athlete. 

For Davis and Assistant Coaches Derek Tuten, in his fifth season 
with the Tide, and Megan Patrick, in her first, this year will see the Tide 
attempting to improve on last year’s breakout performance by continuing 
to focus on the things that led to that step forward last season. 

“The theme that we established for this year is sort of a 
continuation of that professionalism we worked on last year,” Davis 
said. “We want our ladies to concentrate on living the life of a 
champion. That goes beyond just working hard in practice and giving 
it your all on race day. As a team we have to understand what it takes 
in terms of getting the proper rest, the proper nutrition, balancing 
everything with academics — basically making the right decisions on a 
day to day basis that allows you to function at a high level. 

“If we can do that, we may have a leg up on programs with 
more talent and experience than we do,” Davis said. “To do that, to 
be successful against teams that may be ahead of in terms of talent 
and experience, we have to be at 100 per cent. We can’t go out 
and row a B level race; we have to row an A level race. | think the 
girls coming back understand that. Now we need to make sure the 
freshmen understand that.” 


2011-12 ALABAMA ROWING ROSTER 


NAME 

Ashley Allison 
Bianca Arrington 
Kiffy Balchon 

Erika Baranek 
Brittney Bebek 
Bethan Bell 
Caroline Blackington 
Bernadette Bucher 
Emily Chadwell 
Tabitha Coleman 
Nina Danilyan 
Alyssa Drevenak 
Brianne Hadar 
Mary Hauswirth 
Kristen Hickman 
Kristen Iverson 
Emily LeBeau 

Zoe Lynch 

Lynsey Marshall 
Hannah Merrill 
Kelli O'Brien 
Caitlin O'Neil 
Logan O'Neil 

Emily Osborne 
Jessica Parker 
Maureen Purcell 
Sloane Rodgers 
Paige Storey 
Mariah Styer 
Sydney Sutton 
Leigh Ann Terch 
Elizabeth Van Zandt 
Stephanie Varner 
Jennifer Wagner 
Audrey White 
Kendall Williamson 
Jackie Woudenberg 
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HOMETOWN 

Ocoee, Fla. 

Fairfax, Va. 

Tampa 

Gloucester, Va. 
Huntington Beach, Calif. 
Cincinnati 
Sarasota Springs, N.Y. 
Berwyn, Pa. 

Cote De Caza, Caif. 
Chancellor 

San Francisco 

St. Louis 
Tallahassee 

Utica, Mich. 
Gloucester, Va. 
Medford, NJ. 
Belleville, Ill. 
Winter Park, Fla. 
Gloucester, Va. 
Lodi, Calif. 
Georgetown, Mass. 
Old Lime, Conn. 
Guilderland, N.Y. 
Lakewood, Wash. 
Roswell, Ga. 
Mineola, N.Y. 
Sugar Hill, Ga. 
Chattanooga 
Orlando 
Clarkesville, Ga. 
Birmingham 

San Francisco 
Somerville 

Newton Square, Pa. 
Huntsville 
Birmingham 
Oklahoma City 
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Head Coach: Larry Davis 

Assistant Coach: Derek Tuten 
Assistant Coach: Megan Patrick 
Graduate Assistant: Laura Buckalew 


Rowing has a split season. The Tide was to have three fall events 
beginning in October. Two of those, the Head of Chattanooga and the 
Head of the Chattahoochee were to be held in Chattanooga, while 
the third, the prestigious Head of the Charles, was to be held in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Alabama's spring schedule gets under way on St. Patrick’s Day 
with the Oak Ridge Regatta in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and stretches 
until May with the Conference USA Championships May 12-13, 
which will also be held in Oak Ridge. | 
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GOLF BY KIRK MCNAIR 


Rankine 


Men’s and women’s golf teams ranked third 


when three-time All-America Bud Cauley elected to pass up 

his senior season to turn professional. That has turned out 
well for Cauley, who has been a sensation in his PGA opportunities. 
And it looks as though Coach Jay Seawell has done a good job of 
replacing Cauley. 

In his first collegiate tournament, the prestigious Carpet Capital 
Collegiate in Rocky Face, Georgia, Bama true freshman Justin 
Thomas captured medalist honors with a 10-under-par total of 206. 

“We learned that Justin Thomas is pretty good,” Seawell said 
following the tournament. Thomas shot a seven-under-par 65 in the 
final round. 

Thomas, a native of Goshen, Kentucky, was medalist by four strokes. 

Alabama as a team managed only a fourth place finish, but there 
was an extenuating circumstance. Bobby Wyatt, an all-region performer 
as a freshman last year, did not participate in the tournament. 

Both the Alabama men's golf team and the Crimson Tide 
women’s team are ranked third in the nation in the Golf World/Nike 
Division-| Preseason Coaches’ Polls, complied by Golf World and the 
Golf Coaches Association of America (GCAA). 

The Crimson Tide men received 433 total points to trail only top- 
ranked UCLA (eight first-place votes and 461 votes) and Oklahoma 
State (nine first-place votes and 449 votes. Georgia Tech is fourth 
with Texas rounding out the top five. 

“First of all, it's just preseason,” Seawell said. “It’s a long year 
between now and June, and we have a lot of work to do. But | think 
it also just continues to show the hard work that these guys have 
put in to make Alabama golf a year in and year out national power. 
Anytime you can be thought of by the college coaches to be one 
of the top five programs in the country that is a testament to the 
players. | am very proud of that. That is what we wanted to build, 

“We wanted to build a national power and | think we have been 
ranked in the top five basically about five of the past six years, so 
| think we have done that. Now it's time for us to get out of the 
preseason and into the postseason.” 

The Southeastern Conference has six men’s teams in the top 25 
with four of those teams in the top 10. Florida follows No. 3 Alabama 
in seventh while Auburn checks in at No. 9 with Arkansas at No. 

10. Georgia is the next SEC squad at No. 15 with LSU holding the 
league’s final spot in the top 25 at No. 17. The SEC also has two 


A labama’s men’s golf team suffered a big loss for this season 
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teams receiving votes outside the top 25 with Tennessee 28th and 
South Carolina at No. 43. 

The Crimson Tide returns four starters from last year’s team. 
Senior captain Hunter Hamrick returns for his fourth season to 
anchor the lineup. He boasts a 72.75 career scoring average with 
three career victories and nine top 10 finishes. 

Sophomores Cory Whitsett and Wyatt also return for their second 
season with the Tide. Whitsett was a second-team All-America as a true 
freshman last season and the SEC Freshman of the Year after averaging 
a freshman record 71.39. Wyatt averaged 72.33 and was a second-team 
All-SEC selection and a member of the SEC All-Freshman team. 

The Crimson Tide women received one first-place vote and 633 
total points to trail only top-ranked UCLA (22 first-place votes and 
707 votes) and Southern California (six first-place votes and 651 
votes. LSU is fourth with Virginia rounding out the top five. 

“lur goal is to be competitive for the titles — for the 
championships — and our philosophy is that is how we prepare every 
day," Alabama Women's Golf Coach Mic Potter said. “It is great to 
be recognized at a top-five team by the coaches, but there is a lot of 
season ahead of us and we have to play it one shot at a time. If we 
do that, | believe we will have a chance to be competitive when the 
postseason rolls around.” 

The SEC has eight teams in the top 25 with Arkansas and 
Tennessee following the Crimson Tide and Tigers in 10th and 11th, 
respectively. Vanderbilt is the next SEC squad, slotted at No. 15 with 
Florida 16th, Georgia 17th and Auburn 18th. South Carolina is just 
outside the top 25 in 28th. 

Alabama posted a tie for eighth at last season's NCAA 
Championship and has back-to-back top-10 showings after a third- 
place showing in 2010. The Tide returns four starters, including 
two first-team All-Americas from last year's team in senior Brooke 
Pancake and sophomore Stephanie Meadow. Meadow led the team 
with a school-record 72.15 scoring average with Pancake close 
behind with the second-best average at 72.29. 

UA also features 2010 All-America Jennifer Kirby, who has 
qualified for the last two U.S. Opens. The junior from Paris, Ontario, 
Canada, boasts a 73.79 career scoring average with seven top-10 
finishes. Sophomore Hannah Collier also returns after starting the 
final four events of the 2011 season, including a sixth-place finish at 
the SEC Championships. | 
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HISTORY BY A.P. STEADHAM 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Football prepared Walter Lewis for life 


alter Lewis emerged on the national 

football stage at the tender age of 

eight winning the Punt, Pass and 
Kick competition in the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum at halftime of the 1971 AFC-NFC 
Pro Bowl. A running back at heart, the change 
to quarterback at age nine would affect his 
life forever. The daunting task of a pioneer’s 
path lay before the Brewton native. An African- 
American had yet to earn the job as number 
one quarterback for The University of Alabama. 

Alabama quarterback is one of the three 
most visible positions in the state, behind 
Alabama head football coach, and alongside 
governor. Public popularity fluctuates weekly 
based on performance. 

Donning a crimson and white jersey was 
not a childhood fantasy for Lewis. “Bobby 
Marks started out recruiting me,” he said. “I 
think Alabama initially was slow playing me 
because they really wanted John Bond 

Lewis, who was 6-1, 209, claims on a recruiting visit he saw the 
prospect rankings sheet from an Alabama hostess. A single star next 
to his name signified a low priority. “Coach Bryant actually asked me 
if | always dreamed of playing in the red jersey,” Lewis said. “I said, 
‘No sir.’ | actually dreamed of playing for the Buffalo Bills or playing 
pro somewhere. | turned him down.” 

More than two decades later in 2002 Lewis learned a 
complimentary letter written by a Dr. Hayes to Bryant praising the 
character of the T.R. Miller High School star initiated the change of 
heart. Lewis recalled the local county physician’s plea, “He wrote, 
‘This kid would be worth giving a scholarship to even if he was just 
on the team and never played a down.’” Henceforth, Bryant reacted 
by assigning Assistant Coach Perry Willis to pursue the 1979 all- 
state quarterback. After Bond committed early to Mississippi State, 
Alabama increased the recruiting efforts by sending four and five 
coaches to convince Lewis he was wanted. 

“Perry did an outstanding job recruiting me,” Lewis said. “I had 
peace after my visit that Alabama was where God wanted me to go.” 
Two Alabama players, nose guard Johnny Elias and linebacker Robert 
Russell, were instrumental figures placating any fears he may have 
perceived about campus life in Tuscaloosa. 

Racial history planted serious doubt in the minds of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewis. Would their son be welcomed to compete for the most 
visible athletic position in the state? Bryant visited the parents to 


dispel two notions - reluctance to insert 

an African-American at quarterback and a 
scholarship was not being offered as part of 
a strategy to stock pile talent to keep their 
son on the bench away from competitors. 
Frank conversations ensued. Bryant assured 
all parties talent was the only consideration 
determining playing time. Mrs. Lewis 
expressed the family concerns stating, “If 
you really think he can play we do not mind 
him going there but if not we'd rather him go 
somewhere else. Coach Bryant told my dad, 
‘If he can play, he will play.’” 

Lewis signed with Bama in 1980. 

Simulated adverse conditions tested 
every individual wearing the crimson colored 
jersey. Lewis learned race had nothing to do 
= with surviving the drills. Offensive Coordinator 
= Mal Moore was tasked with coaching 
quarterbacks...and testing them. If the young 
quarterback broke under the constant pressure applied in practice, the 
staff was certain he would have crumbled in a tough game. 

Lewis was the starting quarterback for Bryant’s last hurrah in 
Memphis. Surprisingly, the 1982 Liberty Bowl served as the location 
for the defining moment with his beloved coach. “| actually got upset 
with Coach Bryant at that game and challenged his authority. It 
wasn’t pretty,” he said. Lewis vociferously objected to the choice of 
individuals substituted during the game. 

“He put me in my place on the sidelines during a TV time out,” 
Lewis said, 

Two days before the death of his head coach, Lewis visited the 
office to offer an apology. “Coach Bryant said, ‘Walter, that is just 
a part of the game. | appreciate you coming by to share that with 
me,'” Lewis said. “| think at that point | felt he accomplished two 
things with me. Coach Bryant realized he had achieved the goal of 
developing me as a leader and he gave me my right to passage as a 
quarterback for The University of Alabama.” 

Twenty-five years later Lewis was recounting the episode of 
defiance to former Alabama teammate Major Ogilvie in an Anniston 
parking lot after a speaking engagement. Meandering behind was Paul 
W. Bryant, Jr. a sponsor of the event who edged near to listen in on 
the tale. After reminiscing Lewis glanced over his shoulder to witness 
a teary-eyed Bryant, Jr. The Memphis confrontation prompting the 
subsequent apology was one of the last topics of conversation shared 
between Bryant and son prior to the death of the legendary coach. 
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Bryant successor Ray Perkins coached Lewis for one season. 

A wishbone quarterback for three years, he reluctantly transitioned 
to a pro-style offense earning numerous honors in 1983. He was 
named a Second Team All-America, First Team All-SEC, Birmingham 
Touchdown Club SEC Player-of-the-Year, co-captain, and was ninth in 
the Heisman Trophy voting. 

The four-year letterman and two-time Academic All-SEC honoree 
was selected for the East-West Shrine Game and Senior Bowl post- 
season all-star events. He capped hisAlabama career winning the Sun 
Bowl Outstanding Player Award as the Crimson Tide stunned favored 
fifth-ranked SMU 28-7 on the afternoon of Christmas Eve. 

Perkins and Lewis have stayed in touch through the years. Over 
time the relationship has evolved from a dialogue between former 
coach and quarterback to a deep friendship between two men. 
Conversations are mostly not about football. 

After his Alabama career was completed, Lewis opted to forego the 
NFL and sign with the newly established USFL. The Birmingham Stallions 
traded his rights to the Memphis Showboats. He played for Pepper 
Rodgers for two seasons (1984 and 1985) before the league folded. 
Among his teammates were the “Minister of Defense,” Reggie White, 
and former Alabama basketball player and CFL All-Star cornerback Ray 
Odums. The friendship of Lewis and White produced two ironic events. 

New England had retained Lewis's rights in the 1984 
Supplemental NFL Draft of USFL and CFL players. An exhibition 
game between the Patriots and Philadelphia led to a more than 
a reunion of teammates. White introduced Lewis to Randall 
Cunningham. He was amazed by the reaction of the Eagles 
quarterback. “Randall said, it's so good to meet you Walter. | used to 
try to be like you growing up.” A triangular twist of fate had the first 
African-American starting quarterback in Alabama history influencing 
the younger brother of Sam Cunningham, the former USC fullback 
and apocryphal figure in Crimson Tide lore regarding race relations. 

Before the name Jimmy Sexton registered on the Richter scale of the 
sports world, Lewis became acquainted with the Reggie White associate 
decades ago while in Memphis. Lewis was represented by Leigh Steinberg 
and Jeff Moorad, two high profile agents. Sexton was young and energetic 
seeking industry connections. “Reggie White and | got Jimmy Sexton 
started,” Lewis said. “I introduced him to Leigh Steinberg. 

“Reggie took me over to meet the entire Sexton family, mother, 
father and brothers while | was in Memphis. | actually stayed in their 
house for a week before | got mine. Jimmy was away at college.” 
Sexton parlayed the encounter into a flourishing career. 

Lewis spent an abbreviated 1986 season with the CFL’s 
Montreal Alouettes before the team disbanded prior to the opening 
game in 1987. He languished the 1987 season on the Patriots 
injured reserve list and decided to leave the game after suffering 
a torn rotator cuff prior to the 1988 season. Lewis enjoyed a short 
collegiate coaching stint. He coached running backs on Bill Curry’s 
Alabama (1989) and Kentucky (1990-91) staffs. 

Lewis and wife Rena, a Town Creek native, met at the 
Engineering Library on campus. She received a degree in 
metallurgical engineering. “She sacrificed her opportunities to be 
amom and wife,” said Lewis. They are raising their six children in 
Birmingham. Four children are accomplished tennis players. Lewis 
spent years traveling the amateur tennis circuit with each child. 
John, a 22 year old senior competing for Texas A&M, was a member 
of the Alabama tennis team before transferring. Younger brother 
Jacob, 19, is a freshman tennis player at the Aggies rival, University 
of Texas. Sister Kristin, 21, is a junior on the Samford University 


Walter Lewis was four-year 
letterman at quarterback 


team. Kirsten, 17, is a nationally ranked high school senior prospect. 
Christiana 13 and Joseph 9, are the youngest siblings. 

Lewis has been an investment banker for nearly 20 years. The 
dynamics of the intensely competitive industry resembles another of his 
passions — college football recruiting. He travels primarily in Alabama, 
selected areas of Florida, and surrounding states building relationships 
and networking for opportunities. “I’m a recruiter,” he said. “I call on 
cities, counties, water authorities, hospitals, and universities. | interface 
with the officials that make decisions. | talk to them about structuring 
their municipal and tax-free bonds.” Lewis, an electrical engineering 
major at Alabama, possesses the math skills to be technically proficient 
and serve a dual role. “I'm an analyst as well as a salesman,” he said. “| 
can structure the deal and put them together from start to finish.” 

He said the physical and psychological stress of college football 
prepared him for life. Those were lessons | learned 25 years ago to 
cope with the pressures,” he said. 

For relaxation, Lewis likes to hunt and fish. 

Recently, the eighth annual Walter Lewis Golf Tournament was 
hosted by the Escambia County Alabama alumni chapter. Proceeds 
benefit the Walter Lewis endowed scholarship fund. Established in 
1995, over $25,000 has been awarded to area high school seniors 
attending The University. 

Walter Lewis raves about Bryant and Perkins as coaches who 
“stood in the gap for me so | didn’t have to take the arrows. It made 
all the difference in the world for me in terms of my performance as 
a player at Alabama.” No one needs to shield the Alabama football 
pioneer anymore. Experiences at The Capstone prepared him. a) 


BAMAMAG,COM 39 


sanasnyy ekg 


ee 


SPORTSNOTES BY 'BAMA STAFF 


‘BAMA SCORECARD 


Notebooking Crimson Tide Sports 


BEST IN THE WORLD 


Less than a month after making his professional debut, former 
University of Alabama track standout Kirani James burst onto the 
international scene Tuesday by winning a gold medal in the 400 meters 
at the I|AAF World Championships in Daegu, South Korea, in August. 

Representing his native Grenada, the 18-year-old James posted 
a personal best time of 44.60 to clip defending champion LaShawn 
Merritt for the gold medal. 

“I'm a bit surprised by the win, but I'm happy to come here, 
represent my country and run a personal best,” James said following 
his race. “This means great things not only for me, but the people in 
my country and the rest of the 400-meter sprinters. | think we have a 
chance to make it a very competitive event come next year’s Olympics.” 

James trailed by more than a meter with 100 meters remaining 
but ran down Merritt to win by a stride and three one-hundreths of 
a second at the line. With the win, James becomes the youngest 
400-meter world champion in history by more than two years. 

“| just tried to stay as relaxed as possible and finish strong,” 
James said of coming from behind to win. 

During two seasons at Alabama, James won a pair of NCAA 
outdoor titles in the 400 meters, was a three-time SEC Champion 
and the 2011 SEC Indoor and Outdoor Runner of the Year. 


NIKE MAKES MONEY, NOT BATS 


The swoosh knows sneakers and shirts and enough about apparel 
to have made nearly $2 billion dollars last year. But Nike apparently 
fell down in the making of baseball bats. As a result, the company 
has let Alabama — and every other college under contract with Nike — 
out of the commitment to use baseball bats produced by NIKE. 

In addition to Alabama, college teams not using Nike bats in 
the upcoming season will include Southern Cal, Miami, Georgia, and 
Kentucky. Teams using Nike bats had 20 per cent fewer home runs 
and slugging percentages 44 per cent below the competition last year. 

Alabama's power dropped 86.6 per cent over the past three 
seasons, according to the Tuscaloosa News. The newspaper reported 
that Miami had averaged 83 home runs per season 2008-10 and last 
season had just 33 homers, a drop of 64.5 per cent. 

The NIKE bats, and others, were designed in accordance with 
NCAA rules that aluminum bats perform more like wood and less like 
rocket launchers, Last year Alabama Coach Mitch Gaspard, who had 
watched his team using the new bats in fall practice, predicted a 
major drop off in home run production. 

Although Alabama is paid handsomely to use Nike equipment, 
Crimson Tide baseball players will be allowed to use bats of their 
individual choosing. The University will not contract exclusively with 
any other company providing aluminum bats. 
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BASEBALL OPERATIONS 


Alabama Baseball Coach Mitch Gaspard announced the hiring 
of Ken Brown as the director of Baseball Operations for the Crimson 
Tide. A member of the Bama baseball team in 2005 and 2006, 
Brown returns to Tuscaloosa after spending the last three seasons in 
scouting and player development in Major League Baseball. 

“With the background and experience that Ken was able to 
gather in Major League baseball, both in the front office and as an 
area scout, he brings a lot to the table for us," said Gaspard. “This is 
a real opportunity for us to advance our position administratively. Ken 
is very intelligent and will help our baseball program grow, not only 
on the field, but also from an administrative stand point.” 

In his most recent position, Brown was the area scout for the 
Los Angeles Angels since November of 2010. In his role with the 
Angels, his scouting area included Alabama, Mississippi, West 
Tennessee, and Arkansas. Additionally, he assisted with front office 
baseball operations. 

From February 2010 through November 2010, he worked in the 
Texas Rangers organization, 

Brown also completed the Washington Nationals Baseball 
Operations Diversity Internship Program (2009) and a season-long 
internship in the Minor League Operations Department with the New 
York Mets (2009). 

“Ken was here as a player in a very successful era and was here in 
2006 when the team went to the Super Regionals, so he understands 
what it takes to win,” said Gaspard. “It's always important to have 
people around you that understand The University of Alabama, its 
history, and tradition, and also what it takes to be a champion here.” 

Brown earned his undergraduate degree from The University in 
human environmental sciences in 2005. He was a two-time selection 
to the SEC Academic Honor Roll and received UA’s Distinguished 
Minority Student-Athlete Award in 2005. Brown continued his 
education at Alabama, completing a master’s degree in consumer 
management in 2008. 

Brown replaces Drew French, who served the past two years. 
French is now pitching coach at Florida International. 


DOING WELL AS CALIFORNIA NUTS 


Former Alabama outfielder Kent Matthes was named the 
2011 California League Most Valuable Player this season. Along 
with Matthes, former Tide shortstop Josh Rutledge, a teammate of 
Matthes in Tuscaloosa and currently with the Modesto Nuts, was a 
first team California League Postseason All-Star Team selection. 

An outfielder for the Colorado Rockies Class AA Modesto Nuts, 
Matthes is the first Nuts player to win the MVP award since Brian Stavisky 
in 2004. As the Nuts made a playoff run, Matthes watched from the 
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Kirani James (2nd L) of Grenada crosses the finish line ahead of LaShawn Merritt 
of United States in the men’s 400 metres final during the 13th IAAF World Athletics 
Championships at the Daegu Stadium on August 30, 2011 in Daegu, South Korea. 
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sidelines after a broken hand on August 3, ended his 2011 season. 

Matthes hit .334 with a Nuts record 23 homers and 95 RBIs 
before his injury, but seemed to be saving his best for the stretch 
run. In 37 games after the All-Star Game he hit .368 with 13 homers 
and 49 RBIs, and drove in 21 runs in his final eight games with 
Modesto. Despite not playing since August 3, Matthes still ranks in 
the top five in batting average, home runs, RBI and doubles. 

Rutledge was named to the California League Post-Season 
All-Star Team. Rutledge earned top shortstop honors following an 
outstanding second half of the season. Rutledge hit .412 in the 
second half of the season and a season average of .346 - good for 
second in the California League. During the month of July, he hit 
.448 with 45 RBI in 28 games, and had a Modesto Nuts record 27- 
game hitting streak. 


CAN'T LIVE WITHOUT IT 


per rae Football Coach Paul Bryant advised those 
wanting to become coaches not to do it “unless you can’t live 
without it.” It looks like former Crimson Tide Baseball Coach Jim 
Wells can’t live without it. 

Wells retired in 2009 after 15 years as head coach of Bama 
baseball. Recently it was announced that Wells is returning to college 
coaching, but as an assistant coach and at the junior college level. He will 
be an assistant coach at East Mississippi Soamiunty Collége in Scooba. 
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Wells has the Alabama record for baseball coaching victories 
with an all-time mark of 625-321 (winning percentage of .661). 


HIGHLY REGARDED 


In the first regional cross country rankings of the season, the 
Alabama men's team was projected to finish fourth in the South 
Region while the women’s squad came in eighth. 

The U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches Association's 
(USTFCCCA) preseason regional rankings are calculated on a team's 
strengths entering the year based on returning and new runners for 
each squad as chosen by a representative in each region. 

Alabama's men’s team is no stranger to the top of the polls, winning 
the South Region Championship four straight years dating back to 2007 
and eight times in the last 12 seasons. The Tide finished second in the SEC 
Championships and placed 11th at the NCAA Championships in 2010. 

In the USTFCCCA National Rankings, the men’s team received 
20 votes to rank just outside the top 30. 

The Crimson Tide men’s team returns seven seniors this season 
including veterans such as Carison Kemei, Joel Rop and Moses 
Kiptoo. Kemei and Rop both earned All-SEC honors in 2010. The 
group will be led by first-year head coach Dan Waters who benefits 
from a roster that returns four runners who participated in last 
season's NCAA Championships. 

Alabama’s women's team is equally experienced with eight 


val 


EEE & 


BAMAMAG.COM 41 


upperclassmen on the 2011 roster. The Tide's top six runners from last 
year’s SEC Championships all return after recording a sixth place finish 
in 2010. Senior Kelsey Johnson returns after a junior season plagued by 
injury. In her absence, Andrea Torske led the squad last season and was 
Alabama's top runner in the majority of races. Torske finished 32nd at 
the NCAA South Region Championships as the team finished seventh, 

Florida State earned the top spot in the South Region for both 
the men and women. Nationally, defending NCAA men’s champion 
Oklahoma State was projected to repeat while Georgetown earned the 
top rank on the women's side. 


NOW HE’S A VOLUNTEER 


It was impossible to not think of Bill Battle and Al Browning 
when it was announced that Dave Hart, who had been serving as 
the number two administrator in Alabama's athletics department, 
would be taking over the troubled University of Tennessee athletics 
department. Hart, a former Crimson Tide basketball player, inherits a 
mess on the men's side, created by former Football Coach Lane Kiffin 
and former Basketball Coach Bruce Pearl. Additionally, he must deal 
with combining the men’s and women's programs into one, as is the 
case at almost every other major college. Beyond that, he will have 
to replace the legendary Pat Summitt as head women's basketball 
coach, She delivered the bad news that she has early onset dementia. 

Hart is well qualified for the job. He formerly served as director of 
athletics at East Carolina and at Florida State before becoming executive 
athletics director under Mal Moore at Alabama. He is the father of Rick 
Hart, who is director of athletics at Tennessee-Chattanooga. 

Hart's title is vice chancellor, as well as director of athletics. 

Bill Battle, a former Alabama football player, was named head 
football coach at Tennessee in 1970 and served through 1976. 
Although he had a splendid record, 59-22-2, he was forced out 
because he could not beat Alabama (1-6) and Auburn (2-5). Battle 
went on to found Collegiate Licensing and become one of the most 
influential — and wealthy — men in athletics. 

A\ Browning, an Alabama graduate who had been sports editor of the 
Tuscaloosa News and executive editor of "BAMA Magazine, was named 
sports editor of the Knoxville News-Sentinel, but was run out of his job 
because he reported on the wrong-doings among Tennessee athletes. 


A VOLUNTEER TO LIKE 


Former Ball State Assistant Tennis Coach Jeff Nevolo has joined 
the Alabama men’s tennis coaching staff as a volunteer assistant. 
Nevolo replaces Saketh Myneni, who served in the same capacity for 
one season following his stellar playing career for the Crimson Tide. 

“We are delighted that Jeff will join our staff for the 2011-12 
year,” Alabama Coach Billy Pate said. “He comes from a great tennis 
background and did a tremendous job as the assistant coach at Ball 
State helping them advance to the NCAAs. Jeff is one of the most 
ambitious and hard-working guys in the industry, so he'll be a huge 
asset in helping us reach our goals this year.” 

Nevolo, a native of Gurnee, III., graduated from Ball State 
University with a master’s degree in executive development for public 
service in May. He began his coaching career with the Cardinals in 
2009 as a volunteer assistant before being promoted to assistant coach 
last season. In 2011, he helped Ball State capture the Mid-American 
Conference title for the first time since 2005, which gave the Cardinals 
an automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament. As an undergraduate, Nevolo 
served as team manager and team stringer, where he maintained the 
rackets, assisted in practices and managed expenses for away matches. 
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Aside from Ball State, Nevolo was also a tennis teaching 
professional at The Bridgewater Club in Carmel, Ind., and the Muncie 
Family YMCA in Muncie, Ind. His 2009 USTA Men’s 3.0 team took 
the Indiana State Championships, while his 2011 USTA Men's 3.5 
and Women's 4.0 teams were state finalists. 


LOVE THOSE RANKINGS 


The Alabama men’s tennis team placed two singles players and 
one doubles pair on the 2011 Intercollege Tennis Association pre- 
season rankings, while the Crimson Tide women’s team had three 
players in singles and a doubles pair in the ratings, 

In men's competition, Alabama senior Ricky Doverspike and 
junior Jarryd Botha came in at No. 108 and No. 116, respectively in 
the singles standings, Last season, Doverspike collected 13 singles 
wins, including two against nationally ranked foes. Botha notched 15 
singles wins, including 11 in dua! match play. 

Botha and Doverspike also represent Alabama in doubles coming 
in at No. 20 nationally after winning five matches together in 2010, 
four of which were in conference play. 

The ITA Men's All-American Championships draws were 
announced as.well, with Doverspike and Botha being selected for the 
qualifying singles draw, as well as being selected for the main draw 
in doubles. This year’s event will be held at the University of Tulsa for 
the fifth straight season. 

On the women’s side, Tide sophomore Mary Anne Macfarlane 
highlighted the Crimson Tide’s list of players ranked in singles with 
her spot at No. 27 in the nation. This comes after a stellar freshman 
season playing No. 1 singles for Alabama where she ranked as 
high as 15th in singles and No. 32 in doubles. She was awarded 
Freshman of the Year honors by the SEC in addition to being named 
to the All-SEC First team. 

Macfarlane is joined by senior Courtney McLane at No. 90 
and sophomore Alex Clay at No. 94. McLane has been solid for the 
Crimson Tide in both singles and doubles, posting a 19-12 record in 
singles last year, including 8-3 in conference play. In doubles, she 
was solid last season with a record of 30-9 overall, including 17-5 
in dual match play. She was named to the All-SEC Second Team 
following last year’s season, 

Clay had a 22-10 overall record in singles last season, including 
posting an 8-3 record in conference play. 

McLane and senior Taylor Lindsey represent Alabama in doubles 
as they begin the season at No. 27. 

In addition to the preseason rankings, the field for the Riviera/ 
ITA Women's All-American Championships was announced and 
several of the Tide were selected for the qualifying and pre-qualifying 
singles and doubles draws. Macfarlane was named to the qualifying 
singles draw, while McLane and Clay were placed in the pre- 
qualifying singles draw. 

McLane and Lindsey automatically earned a spot in the main 
draw for doubles after winning the 2011 National Collegiate Summer 
Circuit Doubles Championship. This will mark the 26th consecutive 
year the event has been hosted by the Riviera Tennis Club in Pacific 
Palisades, California. 


GODWIN NAMED AT MTSU 


Former Crimson Tide women’s tennis player Shelley Godwin was 
named head coach of the Middle Tennessee women’s tennis program 
in Murfreesboro. Godwin, who most recently served as an assistant 
at Michigan State, was a three-time team captain for Alabama while 
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lettering for the Tide from 2006-09. 31,747 students this fall as The University continues to grow with 
While with the Spartans, Godwin helped the team reach as high quality. Total enrollment is up 5 per cent, an increase of 1,515 

as No. 52 in the national rankings. Following the 2011 season, a pair = students, over fall 2010, and includes 26,234 undergraduates and 

of Michigan State players were honored by the Big Ten Conference as 5,513 graduate and professional students. The freshman class is a 


sophomore Amy Barton earned Second Team All-Big Ten recognition record 5,772 students. 
and sophomore Dana Guentert the Big Ten Sportsmanship Award. “Once again this fall, we welcomed to campus the largest and most 
Barton was the first All-Big Ten honoree in three seasons for the academically talented freshman class in our history,” said UA President 
Spartans, who finished the season with 12 wins. Robert E. Witt. “We are pleased that excellent students are recognizing 
Godwin enjoyed a successful playing career at Alabama where the quality and value of a University of Alabama education.” 
she collected a combined 88 victories, including 59 in singles Qualifications of the freshman class include: 
action. She received one of the ITA’s highest honors in 2009, being ¢ The class includes 182 National Merit Scholars and 30 
named the ITA/Arthur Ashe Leadership and Sportsmanship Award National Achievement Scholars. Last year, with 128 National Merit 
honoree. The award is presented to the women’s tennis player who Scholars, UA ranked sixth in the nation among public universities in 
exhibited outstanding leadership and sportsmanship as well as the enrollment of National Merit Scholars. 
scholastic, extracurricular and tennis achievements. © Twenty-eight per cent of the freshman class — 1,614 students 
Godwin was a four-time Academic All-SEC selection earning a — had a 4.0 or higher grade point average in high school. 
spot in the Dean’s List every semester since 2007. She also served ¢ The freshman class was drawn from a record 22,136 
as the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) representative. In applicants, up over 200 per cent since fall 2002. UA has become 
her role with SAAC, she was instrumental in coordinating the tennis significantly more selective with 53 percent of applicants admitted 
teams’ community service activities throughout Tuscaloosa. She also for fall 2011, down from 85 percent in 2002. 
attended the Fall 2008 SEC SAAC Conference in Birmingham. Enrollment at UA is up 62 per cent over fall 2002. 
Godwin graduated from Alabama in 2009 with a bachelor’s The University is ranked 31st among public national universities 
degree in exercise and sports science. and 75th among all universities, both public and private, according 


= = to U.S. News and World Report’s annual “Best Colleges” rankings 
BIGGER AND BETTER for 2012. The ranking places UA in the top 5 per cent of the 1,600 


Enrollment at The University of Alabama reached a record colleges and universities surveyed by U.S. News. fo 
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Game Changers 


The Greatest Plays in Alabama Football History 
“Outstanding combination of stories and photographs for the Crimson Tide fan!”’ 


By "BAMA Editor Kirk McNair *¢ Foreword by Doug Layton 


$24.95 plus S&H and tax where applicable 
Autograph by author at no additional charge — Call (205) 345-5074 


HEART-POUNDING 
MOMENTS “JY 
YOU'LL , 
NEVER FORGET!» 


CHANGERS 


: 


THE GREATEST PLAYS 
IN ALABAMA 
FOOTBALL a 
HISTORY f- 


KIRK McNAIR 


011 ALABAMA 
FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE 


VOLLEYBALL SOCCER MEN’S TENNIS 


DATE OPP. DATE OPP. TIME ae Bint 
Aug. 26 Alabama State He - one ; a Sept. 16-18 Olymy 
Aug. 26 Austin Pea ug. enriesaw st Sept. 16-18 Duke Fab Four 
es neti aes, hug. 21  @ Samford 7:00 ELA mea SA SN 
; Aug. 26 Memphis 7:00 Oct. 6-9 ITA Main Draw @ Tulsa 

Aug. 30 @ Samford Aug. 28 New Mexico Noon ie ace pe ed fread 

Sent. 9 @ San Diego 9:00 Jet. 23-26 Southern Regional Auburr 
SMU Invitational @ Dallas Sept.4 @SanDiegoSt. 5:00 
pe oar Seated s 0 

ept. orehead St. : 

Sopt:3: TEU Sent 23 Vanderbilt 7:00 
Sept.3 SMU Sept.25 Kentucky 1:00 WOMEN’S TENNIS 

Sept. 30 @ Mississippi St. 7:00 
Rocket Classic @ Toledo Oct. 2 @ Ole Miss 1:00 Event 
Sept.9 Toledo 6:00 Oct. 7 @ South Carolina 6:00 Sept. 16-18 Duke Fab Four 

; , Oct. 9 @ Florida 11:30 23-25 Furman Fall Classic 

Pa Me tal 1:00 BF oct 14 Arkansas 7:00 ITA All-Ametican @ Los Angeles 
Oct. 16 LSU 1:00 Oct. 14-16 Roberta Alison Fall Classic 
Oct. 20 Tennessee 7:00 Oct. 21-24 Southern Regional @ Birmingham 
Sept. 16 Arkansas 7:00 Oct.23 @ Georgia 11:00 3-¢ ITA National Indoor @ Flushing, N.Y. 
Sept. 18 LSU 1:30 Oct. 28 Auburn 7:00 ; Memphis Collegiate 
Sept. @ Auburn 7:00 
Sept. 25 @ Georgia 12:30 CROSS COUNTRY WOMEN’S GOLF 
Sept. 28 Ole Miss 7:00 or ae 
Sept. 30 Mississippi State 7:00 SEPT. 3 GEORGIA INVITATIONAL a me at ee oe 
Oct.4 Alabama A&M 7:00 TM cept. 17 © COMMODORE CLASSIC Sea ee te a 
Oct.7  @Tennessee 6:00 [MM oct.1 LOUISVILLE CLASSIC siRrighee tar Heal VE arane GEREN ATG 
Oct.9  @Kentucky 12:30 fi ocr. 15 CRIMSON CLASSIC aa Sh eG Tey ea fe ct 
Oct.14  SouthCarolina 7:00 fm C7. 31 SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Olympia Fields @ Chicago 


Oct. 28-30 Crimson Tide Fall Championships 
Nov. 3-6 ITA National Indoor @ Flushing, N.Y, 


Nov. 11-13 Lakewood Ranch @ Sarasota 


Sept. 10 Pennsylvania 4:00 


3 Pac 10-SEC Challenge @ Knoxville, Tenn 


. @ KNOXVILLE 
Sedigs Udi. 1:30 Bi nov. 12 NCAA SOUTH REGIONAL MEN’S GOLF 


Oct.21 @LSU 
Oct.23 @ Arkansas 
Oct.28 Georgia 
Oct.30 Auburn 
Nov. 4 @ Florida 


7:00 
1:30 
7:00 
1:30 
3:00 


Nov. 6 @ South Carolina 12:30 


Nov.11 Kentucky 
Nov.13 Tennessee 


7:00 
1:30 


Nov. 20 @ Mississippi State1:30 


Nov.25 @ Ole Miss 


7:00 


NOV. 21 


NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
@ TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


ROWING 


EVENT 

HEAD OF CHATTANOOGA 
@ CHATTANOOGA 

HEAD OF CHARLES 

@ CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
HEAD OF CHATTAHOOCHIE 
@ CHATTANOOGA 


Sept. 16-18 


Oct. 3-4 


Oct. 23-2 


Event 

Carpet Capital Collegiate 

@ The Farm, Rocky Face, Ga. 
Illinois Invitational 

@ Olympia Fields, II! 

Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate 
@ Birmingham Old Overton 
Isleworth Collegiate Invitational 


@ Windermere, Fla. 


All times Central 


2011-12 ALABAMA 


WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


DATE OPP. TIME* 
Nov. 7 Alabama-Huntsville (exh) 7:00 
Nov. 11 North Florida TBA 
Nov. 14 Oakland TBA 


Puerto Rico Tip-Off @ San Juan 
Nov.17 Maryland 

Nov. 18 Colorado or Wichita St 
Nov.20 TBA 


Nov.23 Alabama A&M 
Nov.27 VCU 
Dec. 1 Georgetown 
Dec. 7 @ Dayton 
Dec.11 _ Detroit 
Dec. 17 Kansas State 

@ Kansas City 
Dec.21 Oklahoma State 

@ Birmingham 
Dec.29 Jacksonville 
Jan. 3 @ Georgia Tech 
Jan. 7 @ Georgia 
Jan. 11 LSU 
Jan. 14 @ Mississippi State 
Jan.19 — Vanderbilt 
Jan, 21 @ Kentucky 
Jan.25 @ South Carolina 
Jan.28 Arkansas 
Feb. 4 Ole Miss 
Feb. 7 @ Auburn 
Feb.11 @LSU 
Feb. 14 ‘Florida 
Feb. 18 Tennessee 
Feb.23 @ Arkansas 
Feb. 25 — Mississippi State 
Feb.29 Auburn 
Mar. 3 @ Ole Miss 
Mar. 8- SEC Tournament 
Mar.11  @ New Orleans 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


DATE OPP. TIME* 
Nov. 6 Auburn-Montgomery 2:00 
Nov. 12 Nicholls State TBA 
Nov. 15 @ Central Arkansas TBA 
Nov. 18 Northwestern State TBA 
Nov. 21 Georgia Southern TBA 


Paradise Jam at St. Thomas 

Nov. 24 Old Dominion Noon 
Nov. 25 Seton Hall Noon 
Nov. 26 Louisiana Tech 2:15 


Dec. 2 SE Louisiana TBA 
Dec. 4 Kansas 2:00 
Dec. 7 @ North Texas TBA 
Dec. 11 @ North Carolina St TBA 
Dec. 17 @ Alabama State TBA 
Dec. 19 — Presbyterian TBA 
Dec. 30 Air Force TBA 
Jan. @ South Carolina TBA 
Jan. Auburn 6:00 
Jan. @ LSU TBA 
Jan. Mississippi State 8:00 
Jan. Ole Miss 2:00 
Jan. @ Florida TBA 
Jan. Tennessee 8:00 
Jan. @ Kentucky TBA 
Feb. @ Arkansas TBA 
Feb. Georgia 2:00 
Feb. @ Ole Miss TBA 
Feb. 12 LSU 2:00 
Feb. 16 Kentucky 6:00 
Feb. 19 South Carolina 2:00 
Feb. 23 @ Auburn 6:00 
Feb. 26 @ Vanderbilt TBA 
Mar. 1-4 SEC Tournament 
@ Nashville 


SWIMMING & DIVING 


Date Opponent/Event 
Oct. 15 FSU, South Carolina @ Tallahassee 
Oct. 29 Emory, Tulane 
Nov. 4 @LSU 
Dec. 1-3 USA Swimming @ Atlanta 
Dec. 20 Florida International, No. Texas 
@ Miami 
Jan, 1-4 @ Georgia Diving 
Jan. 14 Kentucky 
Jan. 28 Georgia 
Feb. 15-18 SEC Championships @ Knoxville 
Feb. 25-26 Last Chance @ Georgia 
Mar. 3-4 @ Auburn Invitational 
Mar. 9-11 NCAA Zone Diving @ Auburn 
Mar. 15-17 NCAA Women's Championships 
@ Auburn 
Mr. 22-24 NCAA Men's Championships 
@ Seattle 
“All times Central 


GYMNASTICS 


Date Opponent / Event 
Jan.13 Georgia 
Jan. 21 Penn St, Michigan St 
@ Penn State 
Jan. 27 @ Auburn 
Feb, 3 Florida 
Feb. 10 @ Kentucky 
Feb. 17 Arkansas 
Feb. 24 @LSU 
Mar, 2 @ Oklahoma 
Mar. Missouri 
Mar North Carolina 
Mar, 2¢ SEC Championships 
@ Duluth, Ga. 
Apr. 7 NCAA Regionals 
Apr. 2 NCAA Semifinals @ Duluth, Ga 
Apr. 2 NCAA Super Six @ Duluth 
Apr. 22 NCAA Individuals @ Duluth 
All times central 


Officially 
licensed 
pendants, 
and charms 


Brombergs 
Hudson-Poole Mountain Brook 205.871.3276 
Tuscaloosa 205.752.5535 The Summit 205.969.1776 
hudsonpoole.com brombergs.com 
7 
Croniers Grogan 
Huntsville 256.837.4808 


Montgomery 334.272.4995 


croniers.com groganjewelers.com 
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